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he Barren Fig-tree: 


he Doo & WEE 


of the # ruitleſs Profe(ſar. 


ewing, That' the Day of Grace 
| Ma) be. paſt 'with him long... 
before his Life is ended. 


| he Signs alfa by which ſuch miſe. 
< Frablc MIDErals may be. KNOW. 


y JOAN BDNTAN, 
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To which is ; addedy. Fl He ww 


hs bein dead, Jer ſpeakerh Jeb. ri; 


| ; sPrinted for 7.Rohinſai, at the Gildim: 
in | St. Paul's bogs. 4:5 1698: 


TO I-H.E 


LEADER: 


; partcous Reader, 
* Have written to- thee now- about: 
toe Barren Fig-tree, or how ## 
will fare with the Frunleſs Pro-" 
Þr > obs ſtandeth in- the Vineyard- = 


God. 
Of what Complexion theu art, I 
wot certainly divine, but the Pac”. 
ble te//s thee , that the Cumber- -< 
bund 29157 be cut down. . 
4 Cumber-ground Profeſſor, is 
| only a provocation to God, a 
ling. Block to the World, aid a 
iſh to. Religion, but 4 Snare to 
own Soul alſo. Though his Excel- 
Icy mount uþ to the Heavens, and 
FF Head reach wrio the Clouds, yet 
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| , Tothe Reader. 7 
ke ſhall periſh for ever, like his 
thing, prih have ſeen him, 
Jay, Where is he 2 Job 20. 6 

Now they. count it. pleaſure 
in the day time, *2 Pet. 2, 2, 13,14 
what will they do whin the | 
Fetch'd out 2 * 

The Tree who ſe Ernit vitierdl 
reckoned a T ree without Eruit, & 
twice dead, one that mmſt- be-plu 
57'S by the Roots, Jade hel ren " 

- O thou Co ber-ground » God 
bh. Ws "Cog will come” jÞ 
. KP rh Ty. | "Y 


A - My Exhortation therefore # 
| | Bhs elfors, that they look to it, 
| they take heed. 4 
. The Barren Fig- tree in the Vil 
Yard,and the Bramble 72 the Wat 
are.both prepared, for the Fire. ® 
_ Profeſſuon.is not a Covert to h 
from the Eye of God; nor will it} 
lrate the revengeful Threatuing of 
Juſtice, he will command to ot! 
down ſhortlp. 4 I 
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'The ; Chorch and 7 Profeſſion ave 
beſt of *:places for the. Upright, * 
oo "Jn Ne Wer a forthe 
r-ground - He mnſt' be — a 
is < "oe of the Mount: of God. z [. 
FP, Þþ ſag, over the Vigell of the 
vard, there to wither's thence to. 
thered and burned. It had been. 
tier tor them that they had nor 
wh the way of Righteouſneſs, ,' 
Pet.-2. "at. | And, get if they Bad 
; gf had been damned ; but it is 
ter 70 go t6 Hell without, thats 31, 
? from. under a Profeſſion - Thee - 


Wrecerve EAE Datnnation, . E 
We 20. 47, 
E If thou be 4 Profeſior, read and. 

ble; If thou be Profanc, do To 
kewiſe, For if the righteous ſcarce- 
be ſaved; where ſhall the ungod--- 
and Sinners a appear? Cumber-. 


0 nd, Take bee of the AX3 Bare : 
en- T7 tree, beware of the Fire.' © 
) F But will keep thee no longer out of + - 

Ap_—_ Chriſt Jlvs, the Dreſſer,” I 
| A4 - 


\ 
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of the Vineyard, take .care 


.”.. Tothe Reader. — 
dig about thee, and dung gu i 
= 5p bear Fruit: That u 

4 of the Vineyard cometh] 
is Ax to ſeek;For Fruit, or proxy 
the Senteuse of Damnation on\ 


Barren Fig-tree, thou arty fo 
es”: dement. The Cumber-gron 


"2143+ to Ms Wood-pile, and thi 


| #0 the Fire. 


_ 


F , 
Grace be with all them chatls 


our Lord Jeſus in Sincej 
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Amen. 
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"MF. ©be Barren Fig-treez 
ne Doom: and: Downfal of - -_: 
EF the Fruicleſs Profeflor... -- 7 
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Luke 13. 6, 75,8; 9. 


rertains Mar had a Fig-tree planted - : 
Int his Vinezard, antt. he came andh- yy F 


ay . 


weht Fruit thereon , aud faund> 
_ oe. Ther ſaid he to the Dreſſer + 
ee! bis Vineyard, Behold theſe three. _ 
WF Tears I come ſeeking Fruit on this: \. 13 
FP 2-tree, and find nowe © cut" ip * 
oF 40wr, why cumbereth it the gronnd 2: 
Fd he anſwering, ſaid, Lord; let 
F'/t alone this Year alſo, until Efpall 
7 4ig about it, aid dung it-:. and-if 
oþ 7 bear Eruit, well: and if not,” 


A 


The Barre Fig-tree. ' JF 
then - .after that+ thou ſhalt. cut; ##- 
down. . "o 


T the bation of this .Chaptaſ 
we read, how fome of the 5 wy 
came to "Jeſs Chriſt, to tell hin 

of the cruelty of Pontins Pilate, | 
mingling the Blood. of the Galilea 
with their Sacrifices. An heatheniſha 
prodigious AC : for therein te ſhen 
not only his Malice againſt the Jew 
Nation, but alſo againſt their Warkij 
and conſequently their God: An ACtiot 
1 ſay, not enly Heatheniſh, but prod 
gious alfo ; for the Lord Jeſus rage 
ſing upon this Fact of his, teacheth tl 
Jews, that without Repentance rhey ſholley 
all Likewiſe periſh, Likewiſe,” that is, Wi 
' the Hand" and Rage of the Roman a 
, Pire:- Neither ſhouid they be more a 
to avoid the. Siroke, than- were thal 
ejghteen upon, whom the Tower of, / Siloal 
fell, and ſlew. them, Luke 19. 42, 43,4 # 
The' fulfilling of which Prophecy, 0 
their hardneſs of Heart,and Impenitet 
cy, Was in the days of Titus Son of Vis 
Joafee an,about forty years after the Deatl 
Chriſt, "Then, I ſay, were, thels 
Few and their City both, enyirondl]} } 
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The Barren Ffg-tree. _ 3 
ip on every ſide, wherein both they 
L ir, to amazement, were miſerably 


ferthrown, God gave them Sword, - 


uy @Famiac, Peſtilence and Blood, for 


W cir outrage againſt ,the Son of his - 


[Lott : So Wrath came on them toghe Mer 


Fl f 1 Thell, 2.16, 
ow to prevent their old and fooliſh 


; wo, which they always had in readi- 
neſs againſt ſuch Prophecies and Denun- 


q? ations of Judgment, ! the Lord Jeſus 
-Wpreſents them with thisParablegin which 
| he emphatically. ſhews them, that their 


Te 
% . 
: 


ery of being the-Temple of. the Lord, and . . . 


of their being the Children of Abraham, 

WM &c. and their being the Church of God, 

W&-would not ſtand them in any ſtead. re 
who ſho2ld ſay, It may be you think to 

S help your ſelves againſt this my Prophecy, 


f 20f- your ' utter and unavoidable oyer-. - 
eSthrow, by the Intereſt .which you have + 
In your ontward - Priviledges : But all 


Fo theſe will fail you: For what think you? 
wh certain Man had 4 Fig-tree;planted in 
his Vineyard, and he came and ſought Fruis 
thereon, . and found none. T his your 


4 Caſe, The Jewiſh Land is God's Vine-. 
7 yard, I kfiow it; and I know alfo, that * : 


pþ 1 arc he Fig-trpes.. 'Byt bchold, there - 
wy 'wariteth:. : 


7% \ 


4 The Barren Fig-tree, Þ 


wanteth the main thing, Frait-, for theſ 


' fake;and in expettation of which, he 
- this Vineyard with Trees. Now, ie 
the Fruit is not found amongſt yon; 


Fruit, I fay, for the ſake of whicht 


did at firſt plant this Vineyard; wit: 
mains, but that in Juſtice he comm 


to cut you down, az thoſe that camber 


"Ground, that he may plant himſelf mi 
ther Vineyard. Then {aid he tothe Dralh 


of his Vineyard, Behold, theſe three Tea 


# come ſeeking Fruit on this Fig-treo, | 


find none ; cut it down, why cumbreth it t h 


- Ground? This therefore muſt be yo! 
End; altho you are planted in the Gif 
den of God, for the barrenneſs andy 
"fruitfulneſs 'of your Hearts and Liye 
you muſt be cut off, yea, - rooted 1 
and caſt out of the Vineyard, 
In- Parables there are two Things toW 


1 


; | 
-taken notice of, and to be enquired mi nic 


@f them that read, XxX 


Firſt, The Metaphors made uſe of. + | , 


Secondly,- The DoCtrin , or 24yfe 
eouched under ſuch Metaphors. 


The Aſetaphors in this Parable are; 
6.) A certain Man, ('2.) A ht ! 


'/ f %s CY 


2 E- The Barren Fig-tree, 5 
5-(3.) A Fig-tree, barren or fruitleſs, 
we A Dreſler, (5.) Three Years. 

(6.) Digging and Dungmg, &e, 

The Dotrin, or Myſtery, couched , 
nder theſe words, is to ſhew us, What © 
i like to become of 4 fruitleſs or formal 
Gor For, 
-1. By the A4an inthe Parable; (Luke 

8s. 11.) is meant God the Father, © 
$1 By the Fineyard, ( Ha,g.7.) his 

Churc 
3. By the Fig-tree, a Profeſſor.- 

Fo By the Dreſſer, "the Lord Jaſws,-- - 
5. By the Fig-tree's- barrenneſs, the 


5 L Doors fruitlefneſs. 


#- 6. By the three Years, the Patience of 7» 
76, God that for a time be extendeth to bay- 


We Profeſſors. 


*F © 7. This calling to the Dreſſer of the - 
+ Vineyard to cxt it down, 1s to ſhew, the 


ws Outcries of Fuſtice apainſt fruitleſs Pro- 
-Fieſlors, 

\ 8. The' Dreſſer's interceding , is to 
F fhew, how the Lord TFeſus ſteps in, and 
46 To hold of the Head of . his Father's Ax, © 


| : to ſtop, or at. leaſt to defer preſent ex- 
F £cution on a barren F1g-rree, 


"9. The Dreſſer's delire to try to make 
ot] te Fig-tree fruitful, is to ſhew _ | 


- *—_ \ 
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-- 6 The Barren Fig-tree, 
How munwilling he is that ever 4 bar 
Fig-tree, jhould yet be barren, and periſ 

10. His digging about ir, and: 

' ing/ of _ it,-15 to ſhew bjs nillingn/il 
Fre, Goff pe) helps to- this barren Profeſſor, j | 
happily he may be fruitful. -Y 

| It, The Suppolition that the Fig-tn 
- may yet. continue fruitleſs, is.to them 
\ that when Chriſt Jeſus hath -done' ug» 

There are ſome Profeſſors will abide bart 

and fruitleſs. 

1.2, The Determination upon this 
poſition, at laſt to Tut it down, js ac 
rain predietion of .ſuth Profefors unavoid 
"ble and eternal Damnation. | + | 

_ But to take: this Parable into piec - 

-and to diſcourſe. more particularly, thi 
with all brevity, upon all the party 
thereof. 


CY 


A certain Man had a Fig-tree planed 
his V. jneyard, ] 


The Man,f told you, is to preſent 
with God the Father, by which Sim 
-exde He is often ſet out in the Noe | 
Feftament. | 

4... *Obſerve then, That it is nq new | 
6 "ching if you find in God's vs. 
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© The Barren Fig-tree. 7 *- 
EErren Fig-trees, fruitleſs Profeſſors; e-- 
een as here you ſee is a Tree, a fruitleſs 
Eres fruitleſs Fig-rree in the Vineyard. 
MEFroit is not ſo caſely brought forth, as a: 
Profeſſion is got into; tis. eaſie. for a 
Man to cloath. himſelf with a. fair ſhow 
$2 the fleſh , to word-it, and ſay; Be : 
Tthou warmed- and filled with "the beff;. 
>*FTis no hard. thing to 'do theſe -with- 
Father things ; but to be frwirfal,to bring  * 
AE forth fruit-r0 God, this doth not ever 
FE Tree; No notevery Fig-tree,.that ſtan 
"Fin the Vineyard of God.' Them words 
*$ alſo, Fobn 15.2. [Every branch in me that 
* Fleareth not Fruit, he taketh away, aſſert 
the ſame thing. There are branches in. © ; 
""F Chriſt, in Chriſt's Body myſtical,(which ./ 
"2 is his - Church, -his Vineyard) that bear 
'not- Fruit, whefefore-- the Hand 'of 
# God is to take them. away. 7 looked for 
© 6rapes; and 4t brought forth wild grapes, 
*$1a. 5; 4. that 1s, no Fruit at all that -- 
F325 acceptable with God. Agains TSF - 
$20. 1. Iſrael 15 an empty'Vine, he bringeth 
 $forth fruit unto himſelf, none to God; * 
NF be is without Fruit to: God. All theſe, | - 
bb with many more, ſhew us the-truth of > * 
I | the Obſervation, and that God's Church 
* 78 ana <3 


» 


8 The Batren Figerce.. } 
may be cumbered with fruitleſs Fig 
trees, with barren Profeſſors. _ 53 


Had a [ Fig-tree.] 


Although there be in God's. hurg 
that be barren and fruitleſs ; yet, *1 
I faid, to ſee to, they are like then 
of the Trees,even a Fig-tree : ? Twas 
an Oak, nor a Willow, nor a Thorn, 1 
a Bramble, buta Fig-tree, Erzek. 33.4 
They come before thee as the people cometh 
Ifa, 58. 2, 3,4. They delight to know 7 
ways, 4s a Nation that did Rig ateouſn 
and forſook met the Ordinances of the 
God: they ask, of me the Ordinances: 
Fuſtice, they take delight in approaching th 
God; and yet but barren, fruitleſs,-and 
unprofitable Profeſlors. Judas alſo wa 
one of the twelve, a Diſciple, an roſie 
a Preacher, an Officer, yea, and /xch all 
ene 'as none of the Eleven miſtruſtedi}# 
but preferred before themſelves, cad 
--, one crying out, 1: I? Is it I? Maru4h 
19. none of them, as we read of, (Ft 
 6.70,) miſtruſting Judas, yet he 8 
Chriſt's Eye was the barren Fig-tree, ® Il 


- Devil, a fruitleſs Profeſſor, The fooliſh 
; Virgins 


"F-" - The Barren Fig-cree. 9 
IFrrgins alſo went forth of the World 
Fiawith the other, had Lamps, and Light, 
md were "awakened with the other; 
ea, had boldneſs to go forth when the 
"Fxidnight Cry was made with the other ; 
"Wand thought that they could have looked 
Ghriſt 1n the Face, when he ſat upon the 
throne of Judgment with.the other ; 
hd yet but fooliſh, but barren Fig-trees, * 
it fruitleſs Profeſſors : ar. 7. 22,23» 
ery, faith Chriſt, will ſay unto me in 
wie day, this and that, and will alſo talk 
ef many wonderful Works; yet, be- 
gold, he finds nothing in them, but the 
WFraics- of Unrighteouſneſs : they were 


i 
” 


ltogether barren and fruitleſs Profel- 


I Had a Fig-tree [planted.] 

o# -This word planted} doth alſo reach 
mr; it ſuppoſeth one taken out of 'its 
WEtural Soil,or removed from the place 
IR grew in once ; one that ſeemed to be 
-Flled,awakeneds and not only ſo,but by 
AFtrong hand carried from the World to 
Wie Church; from Nature, to Grace z 
rom Sir, to Godlineſs. Pal. 80.8.” Tho 
Forgnteſt a Vine out of Egypt z thou _ 
3 My ca 


4 


xo The Barren Fig-ftree,” "WM 
- eaſt out the Heathen and plant it, Of 6 Wot 4 
of the Branches of this Vine, were col 
unfruitful Profeſſors, - OE: 
It muſt be concluded therefore,'Þ 
this Profeſſor (that remaineth” not; 
;Randing fruitle() is, as to the views 
-judgmentof the Church,rightly brong 
An thither;, -to-wit, by Confeſſion: 
Faith, of Sin, and a ſbew of nt 
' and Regeneration, (thus: faHe Brethy 
Creep. in. unawares.} . All- theſe un 
- this word, . Planted, intimateth; 
further, that the Church is fariefie 
them, conſents they ihonld abide wn! 
. Garden, and counceth them ſound = 
reſt... But before God, in the fight} 
- =. God, 'they arc praceleſs Profeſlors,”4 
' ren and fruitleſs Fig-trees. 4 
" Therefore it is one thing to be IN 
Church, or in a Profeſſion ; and angti 
tobe OF the Church, and to belong 
that Kingdom, . that. is prepared for th 
Saint, thac is ſo indeed. Otherwile 
ing planted, ſhall it proſper , ſhall it " 
utterly. wither, when the Eaft- wind 100 
ethit? It ſhall wither in the. Furromws 
Irgrew, EZEK.17,10. 


The Barren Fig-tree. "Ix. 


Had 4 Fig-tree planted in [his] Yines 


IC 


; $474. 


"In [--] Vineyard. Hypoctites,with 
btten Hearts, are not afraid to come 
gfore God in Sjon. T heſe words there- 
re ſuggeſt unto us, a prodigious kind _ 
boldneſs and hardned Fearleſneſs-: 
br what preſumption higher;and what 
ttempt more deſperate;than for a Man 
tat wanteth Grace, and the true Know» - 
de of God, tocrow@&himſelf (in that . _ 
padition.) into the Houſe, or Churchof  -. 
30d; or to make profeſſion-of,and-de- 
re tat thenaric'of God fhould be call» 
28d upon by him? - >. 
4 For the Man that maketh a Profeſſign: * 
2W0f the Religion of Jeſus. Chriſt ,, that 
Man hath, as it were, put the Name of 
God upon himſelf, and-1s called and' reck- 
SFoned now, (how fruitleſs ſoeyer before 
Cod, or Men) the Man that hath to do 
ith God, the Man that God owneth, 
4nd will ſtand for, - This Man] fay, by 
45 Profeſſion ſuggeſteth this to all that 

| know him, to be ſuch a Profeſſor. Men 
FF neerly natural, I mean, Men that have 
$20t got the devilzſh. art of Hypocriſie,are 

I - afraid. 


& TY £ 
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x12 @The Barren Fig-tree, *? 
afraid to think of doing thus. - Andi 
the teſt durſt no Man joyn himfelf- to the 
but the people magnified them, ACts.5;1 
And indeed it diſpleaſeth God-,"H 
bave brought ſaith he, Xen ungircumey 
 Into-my Sanftuary. - And again , (1/a.s 
12.) When you come to appear before” m 
who bath required this at your hand, 
tread my Courts ? ſaith God "They hay 
- therefore learnt this boldneſs of none3 
the viſible World, they only took ith 
the Devil ; for he, and he only (wit 
theſe his Diſciples) attempt to preſ 
themſelves in the Church before Go 
- The Tares are the Children of the Wicked 
Qze 5 the Tares, that is, the Hypocrites| 
that are Satan's Brood, the Generatiow 
of Vipers, that cannot eſcape the Dams 
nation of Hell. p63 7 


Had] «4 Fig-tree planted in bis q 
* yard, . x 


 _ He doth not ſay, He planted a Fit 
tree, but there Was a Fig-tree there, "i 
had, or found; a Fig-tree planted in Mus! 
Vineyard. | * 
. The great God will zot acknowledgj 
the barren Fig-tree, or barren Profellory} 


i - 
- - 


is The larren F in-tree, 3 
it be #5; Workmanſhip, or. a Tree of 
ww bringing in; only the Text ſaith, He 
done there. | This is much like" that 
LAatthew, Chap. 15. 13. Every Plant 
wich my Heavenly Father hath not plant- 
id, ſhall be rooted uy. Here again-afs 
Hants in his Vineyard, which God will 
ot acknowledg to be of his planiting!: 
I©d lie ſeems to ſuggeſt;that in his Vine- 
ard are many ſuch—— Every Plant,.or- - 
thoſe Plants and Profeſſors that-are- 
into the Aſſembly of the Saints,, or 
to- the Profeſſion of their Religion; 
k rithout God and his Grace, ſhall be 
ed Wyooted up. 
$8 And when the King came- in' to ſee the 
SC, he ſaw there 4 Man that haid rot 
Ew Wedding-garment ; and he ſaid und 
- Fhim,. Friend, how cameſt thou'in byther,, not 
"Iheving 01 a Wedding-garmem ? Matth.22 
we, 12. - Here-is-one” ſo cunning and 
.Frrafty, that he begniled all the Gueſts ; 


got and kept in theChurch,cven'utt» ; 


fil the King himſelf came - in to ſee the 
wFLxe#s. But his ſubtilty gothim-nothi 
Fit did not blind the Eyes off the King 
"Ft did not pervert the Fudgment ' of the 
Ef Biybreons; Friend, bow cameſt thou in 
ber 2 did overtake him at laſt, even-a 
s publick 


14 The Barren Fig: tree; © 


+ , © publick rejection ; the King diſcovered 
- hHiminthe face of all there : lr 
. - cameſt thou-in hither ? My. Father didnt 
brinz thee hither, I'did not. bring th 
hither, my Spirit did fot bring thee h 
- ther, 'thou art not of the Heavenly Fa | 
ther's planting, How camest thou in4 
ther ? 
John 10. 1, He that cometh not in w 
Door, but climbeth up ſome other way, 
* . fameis aThief anda Robber, This Tex 
. alſo 1s full, 'and plain to our purpoſe} 
for this Man: came not in by- the Doorgyeh 
got into the: Church,he got in by cli h- 
ing; he broke in at the Windows, 1 
£0t DO of the Light and Glor } 
of the op el of our Lord Jeſus Chri 
i his ot, and ſo (hardy Wretca I 
that he was) he preſamed to croud hk 
ſelf. among;the Children, But hood 
this reſented ? What ſaith the King 
him ? Why this is his-Sign, The ſame 
a Thief and a Robber. See ye here: 
if -all they be'owned as the planting @ 
God, that gevinto his Church, or Pt 
feſliori of his Name. 
Had a Fig-tree, had one without 
Wedding-garment, had a Thief in. Wann 
Gan, at As Wedding, in his 2 \; 


" Thr Barren Fig-tree. rs 

e climbed' up ſome other way; ' 
here are many ways to get into'the 
birch of God, and Profeſſion of his 
we beſide, and without an entring 
the Door. . 
#7. There is the way of lying and di/- 
bing, and. at this gap the Gibeomtes | 
"Wt in; 7oſh.9.3,4- &c. 
L There is ſometimes falſeneſs amongſt 
x Paſtors, either for the ſake of car- 
if \Relations, or the like; . at thjs hole. 
the Enemy of God got in, Neh. 
«Hz. 4,856. 
b&3. There is ſoinetines negligence, and | 
x much uncircumſpeAneſs1n the whole 
wrch, thus the Uncircumciſed got in z ; 
Rd 4. 729... | 
4. Sometimes-again, let the Church 
never ſo circumſpett, yet theſe have {> 
h help from the/DeVvil, that they be- 
llsthem all; 4nd ſo get is, Theſe are: 
that ſort of Thieves that Paxl com- 
ns 'of 3 falfe . Brethren brovght "nm un- 
ve, Gal. Z.3,4. Tude alſo cries out. 
ke, Certaty Men crept in unewares, 
© 4- Crept in'! What, were they. fo'. 
y!"Avyoluntary humility, (Col. 2: 

[ negle&ing of the Body, not. 
J-: mor.” _ ſkemingly ſelt- 


caying 


—_ 
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denying are ſome of theſe - creeyig 
things, that yet are to be held, -(a$) 
-ſhall know them) an abomination 
rael, Levi. 43,44 
But in a great Houſe, there are pe, 
 Peſſels of Gold, and of Silver, , but alſ#f 
Wood, and of Earth; and ſome to Hob 
and ſome fo Diſhoriour : 5.2 Tim, 2: 204; 
theſe words the Apoſtle ſeems to take 
for granted, that as there hath beehy 
there ſtill will be,theſe kind of Fig-tre 
theſe barren Profeſſors in the Houle,w 
all Men have done what they can'; Ev 
#3 ina- great Houſe there are always, 
ſels to Diſhonour, as well as thoſe toF 
nour and Glory ;- Veſſels of. Wooa, ; 
of Earth, as well as of Silver and &g 
So then there muſt be wooden Profell 
in: the Garden of God, there mult; 
earthy, earthen Profeſſors in his.Yi 
yard\; but that methinks is the ph 
word, and ſome to Diſhonour, That 
Romans i is dreadful, (Rom, 4 Sa d 


one 


-_.: this of ſuch 5 Cepro! 
ſpeaks of their hardning 
mon way 3 But: this, Far they wal 
ſaffered to creep iti the hircy Th 
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i themſelves. fox their.place, their 
L lace, AZs 1.:25-: the place prepa- 
for them of this ſort only. As the 
d Jeſus ſaid-once of_ the» Phariſees, 
ſe ſhall receive greater damnation, Luke 


FL8 
{Bar ren Fig-tree ; fruitleſs Profeſſor <. 
thou beard all, thefe, things? Halt 
2u conlidered that this Fig-tree is not | 
knowledged of God to be his, but. is 
d to be of his planting, -and of his 
ging-unto-his Wedding? Doſt not 
(n ſee that thoy art a:Thief;and 
bber, that, haſt either clawbed vp to, | 
Ay "in. at another place than the 
or Doſt thou not hear, that there 
be. in Gofls Houſe, wooden and 
mby Profell rs,and that 00 place will 
to fit. thoſe for- Hell , but the 
uſe; Church, the Vineyard of God ! 
ren Fig-tree / fruitleſs Chriſtian ! do 


Ib t thine Ears tingle 3 : 
Y LC He al came aud fogh A 


» . . .thereon.. 


When 2 Man hath gota Profeſſion, - 
| mo crouded 'into_ the Church tad 
Wiſe of God ; $re-Qpeion is not wy 
"P Hat 


* 


38 The?Barren Fig-ttoe. 


Hath he Life, hath he right Priaatl | 
but bath be Fruit : *: "Ne came ſeeking" 
thereon, 'It matters not who broi 
thee in hither, whether God or the! 
vil, -or thine own vain-glorionsHeg 
But haſt thou Fruit? doſt thou bring# t , 
Eruit unto God? 24rd, 'let-every'q, 
mnameth the Name of the Lord Feſws Chi 
depart from Iniquity, 2 Tim. 2. 1g.” 
doth not' ſay, and let every one 
hath Grace, or let thoſe that hay 
Spirit-of God: bat let every only 
nameth the Name of  the' Lord J 
Chrift, depart from Iniquity, 
"What do Men meddle with F 
for 2 Why do they call themſel k- 
the Name of the Lord Jeſvs,if they 
not the Grace of God, if they have 
the Spirit of Chriſt ? God rhevefo t 
peffeth Fruit - What do they db+ 
Vineyard-? Let them work, or get 
out, the Vineyard muft have Lat 

In it : Sor, go. work t0 day in my Þ 
yard, Mat, 2 1.28; Wherefore, val 
Grace, and want of Spirit,will not k 
God from ſetking Fruit: And Hed 
and fought Frhit thereon, t.uke 8.8," 
requireth that which "He feer wth! 
haye : Ry" Man in the Yineyar&Al 


"The Barren Fig:tree. 19 
aſe of -God; promiſeth himſelf, pro- 
eth to others, and would have all 
m take it for granted, that an Hea- 

y Principle is in him ; Why then 
wid not God ſeek; Fruit : 2 
&s for them therefore that will retain 
Name of Chriſtians, fearing God, 

yet make no Conſciercce of bringing 
i Fruxtt. to him : He faith to ſuch, - 
oy: As for you, Go | ye, ſerve eve 
eb 'Taols; and bevdafier wifo, 4f 'ye wil 
Gearker 20 me. '&c. Ezek, 20.139, Bars 
= per doit thou. hear ? God ex- 
th Fruit, God calls for Fruit; yes, 
& will ſhortly come ſeeking Froi-on' 
$Barren Fig-rree.) _ Barren Vig-tree! 

-bear Fruir,or po out of the Vine 

d.(and yet then thy Caſe will be ut 
ably damnable.) Yea, let me add, 
thou ſhalt neither bear Fruit;not de 

God will take bis Name out of thy p 

f b, Jer. 44.26. He will have Fruit, 
day forther, If thou wilt do nei- 
r, yet: God.in Joſtice and Righteowſ 
$1) fill come for Fruit. And it 
(he. in vain for thee. to count this 
ny 3 He will reap where be bath 
yowed, an4 gather where he bath not 
+ B 2 firewed, 
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ſtrewed, Matth. 251" 24, 25, 26. af & 
Fig-tree, doſt thon hear ? br | 


Q. What if a Man hath v0 Grab ; Pg 
A. Yes, moe: heath a Profe ſh «| 


And he came and fought Fre The 
on. ] 
A Church then; and a Profeſſion on t* 
not places where the workers of In 
ty may hide themſelves, and; Simi 
God,  Someof old thought, that: 
cauſe:they could cry, The Temple of? 
Lord, the Temple of the Lord,that' the 
fare they were delivered, 'or had a 
ſpenſation to do theAbominarions 
they committed z as ſome in our'& 
For, who (ſay they) have a right 
the Creatures if not Chriſtians, if 
;Profeſſars , if not Church-Membit 
' And from this Concluſion, let go" 
Reigns of their inordinate Aﬀettionsl 
ter Pride, Ambition, Gluttony, þ 
pering. themſelves without fear, Jude? 
daubing themſelves with the Luſt-f 
voking Faſhions of the Times Feeds 
with ſtretched-out necks,naked B ” | 
if” 


"x The Barren. Fig-tree, 22x 
ſfizied Fore-top, wanton Geſtures, {in 
rgcous Apparel,)mix'd with'Gold and 
Merl, and coſtly Array. Iwill not here 

ke inſpection into their Lives, their 
larriazes at home, in their: Corners, 

_mdſccret Holes ; Bur certainly Perſons 

Adus-ſpirited, thus principled; and-thus - 

-Sxcliged, have but empty Boughs, Bovgt:s 

at want the Fruit that God: expects, 
Sad-that God will come down to ſeek. 
Ne v Barren Fijp-trec, thou art not licenſed 
thy Profeffion ,. nor by the Lord of . 
Vineyard, to. bear theſe Cluſters of 
oryah : neither ſhall the Yineyard, 
| thy being crowded among the Trees 
re, ſhelter thee from the fight of the 
of God. Many make Religion their- 
vw, and Chriſt their Stalking-borſe, 
L by that means cover themſelves,and 
le their own wickedneſs from Men 2 
tg God ſeeth their Hearts, hath his print 
dn. the heels of ;thejr Feet, and pon-" 
eth all their goings: and at laſt, when 
ir -iniquity is found to be hateful, 
will either ſmite them with hardneſs 
neart,- and fo leave them, or awas- ' 
[them to bring forth Fruit. Fruit he 

s for, ſeeks and expetts, barren Fig- 
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But what !-Come into the Preſence if 
God to fin ? Whar, Come into thePn 
fence of God ro hide thy Sin > Alas Man 
The Church is God's Garden, and Chyil 
 Jefus is the greatApoltle and High-Py 
of our Profeſſion. What ! come ian 
the Houſe that is called by my A. 7 
into the place where mine Honour.dnd4 
leth ! P/al. 26, 8. where mine Eyes 
Heart are continually ! x "=. 9 
What, come there to fin, to hidetly}-- 
fin, to cloak thy fin ! His Plants are 
Orchard. with pleaſant Fruit, Song, 4, thi 
14, 15. And every time he gocth into * 
Garden, it is to: fee the Fruits of thif 
Valley z and to ſee if the Vine floufi 1 
and if the Pomegranates Bud, - + 
Yea, faith he, He came ſeeking Frul 
This Fig-tree,- The Charch is the 7 - 
of God s Delight; where he cverdeſh & 
to be, there he is night and day, Hew 
there to ſeek for Fruit, to ſeek for Þ al 
of all, and every Tree in the-Garl 
Wherefore affore thy- ſelf, O' fraitlen 
one, that thy-ways muſt needs hec w L 
* beforethe Eyes of the Lord, Ont"; 
Sheep is ſoan efpied;; although | in-c6 
_ pany with mary $1that" is taken w I 
firſt calt of the eye;, its different cir [: 
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11 detrays It. } ſay;therefore,a Church: 
; a Profeſſion*.are. not. places where. 
workers of Iniquity.may'hide them- 
wes..f.0n Gody:.that. ſeeks for. Frult 3 
King ont, ſaich God, which ts mine, is 
ffs 50ng; B.4'2.t «© 
. be- cane. and ſought. Fruit thereon: 
an b . Land fund none.]..-: 
Eporven Fig-tree, hearken ; "The conth- 
w/, rpg of Frutdt, - is. 4 -dreadfu; 
. that thou art to'come to 4 areadfu} 
as the winding up of this Farehle 
acludeths 
ws found mowe 7]. None at af, or none 
4 JlGod's }ixing ©. For when he laith, He 
mo ſecktvg Foun thereon,he means Fruit 
i for God, (Heb, 6. ) pleaſant Fruit, 
it-good ard ſweet. . 
ol. ts it js not; any Fruit will ſerve; 
F: al 4 Fruit.is counted none, Every Tree 
# :bringeth- not forth Goo Froie ,, is 
down, and caſt into the Fire, Matth: 
$320. 
i++. There is a Fruit among Profeſſors 
ſtat withers, 'and; fo never Lp to-bg 
4 Fipe,a Fruit that, ig;/mitren in. the growth, 
nd comes not to maturity, and this is 
" 2-794 B 4 reckoned 
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reckoned. no Fruit.\ This Fruit*thoſef v- 

 fefbrs bear, that have many fair begh 
nings, Or bloſſoms : Thar make wn 

' fair: ofers of Repentance: and a p 
ment; that begin to/pray, £0 reſolyg, 
and to break off their Sins by Righte 
ouineſs; but ſtop at thoſe —_—_ 
and bring no-Frnit forth to perfefun 
"This Man's Fruit is withered, wrinkled 
ſmitten Fruit, ang i is in effect no Frag 
at alt; * | 

NS There-i is an haſty Fruit, ſuch ; 236 
the Corn npon the HJoufe-top, Pal, 12g þ 
or that which ſprings up on the Dune 
hil, tat runs up ſuddenly, . ads h 
with grea#ſtalks, and big ſhew, and 

at laſt proves empty "of Kernel,” wy 
Fruit-i5to be found in thoſe "ofa il 
zhat on a ſudden are, ſo awakened, lf 
conFinced, and ſo affected with thei 
Condition, that they ſhake the . whoghy 
Family, the End- ſhip; the-whole Towwh 
For a while they cry haſtily, vehementhy 
dolefully, mournfully;and-yer all is bu 

a Pang, an Agony, a Fit, they bring 420 
forth Fruitwith Patience. © Theſe an e [Gy 
called thofe haſty Fruits, «hat ſha 62 


« fading flower, La. 28, 4. Rs 7 
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- The Batren Fig-tree. a5. 
k-..3. There is a fruit that is vile, and; 
whikuafted, Jer, 24. how long ſoever it be: 
<R.growing ;the r0ot-Is dried, and can=-. 
Ebiot-convey a ſufficiency of Sap to'the 
ranches to ripen the Fruit, Theſeare. 
ehthe Froit of ſuch Profeſſors, whoſe Heart. 
tetranged from Communion with the. 
ff Holy-Ghoſt, whoſe Fruit groweth from, 
Ghbenſclves, from their Parts, Gifts,. 
wsFErengch of Wit,natural or moral Prin- 
Feiples. Theſe, notwithilanding they 
ring forth Friyyt,are called empty Vines; 
Feb as bring not-forth Frutt. ro God,” - 
{45 Their Root is dried up, they. ſhall bear mg 
FL Emir; yea, though they bring forth, . yer 
bil 1 flay ever the beloved Fruit of theie 
Womb, Hol.'g. 16. Lago 
#4 There ,is a Fruit that mts PF, 
baked for. Grapes. and. it brought” forth 
arg Wild Grapes, Iſa. 5.4. obſerve, , Tha 
Ts there are Trees and Herbs that are 
Wipbolly right, and noble, fit i-deed for 
Wie Vineyard : So. there are.alſo their 
emblaince, but wild; not right, bit. ig- 
Mmble. There is the Grepe ang. the w Id 
renGape ; the ire, and the wild Fire, the 
afbſe, and canker-Roſe ; Flowers, and wild- 
JFlwers; the pple, and the wild-Apple; 
lich we call the Crab. Now: Fruit. 
 --- B 5 from 
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26- The Barren Fig-tree, * | 
{fon theſe wild things, however, they al: 
ity pleafe the Children to: play w with 
web: the Prudent and'Grave count then 
Intle' or_no value. There are + | 
the World a Generatiou of Profeſſy wit 
that notwithſtanding their Profeſlia 
are wild by Natnre; yea, ſuch as 
never cut our, or off, fr om the wild, 
zee, nor never yet planted into rhe gh Us, 
Olive-tree, Now theſe can bring il 
thing forth but wild 0live-berries, ti 
caninot. bring forth Fruit unto Ged.'s 
are all thoſe that have lightly taken-uf 
Profeſſion, and crept into the Viteyl 
without 4 new birth, and the bleſſing 
Regeneration. 

5-There-is alſo-untimely Fruit ; 
44 a Fig-tree caſteth- her antimely Figs, 
6.13: Fruit out of Seaſon, and {v 
Fruit to:God's liking. = 

$ 


[. Fhere are :wo ſorts of Profeſſors! 
- Ft to: bring forth es. 


Ei; They that bring forth [FO 
=> © £00: on. . 
"econ: iy, They that bring Þ 

, [Fruit] t00 late. = 
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I” ]key-ibar hring forth _t00:-foax, 
a. 9458 ach 25 85 profent receive.the 
(ad ovith Tex; ;and-amy, before they 
kyeRoot Hownwards,they thruſt forth 
wards 4 but having xo ror, when the 
n ariſeth. ahey'are fmaittgy., and, miſe, 
kdie withous'Frow.. Theſe Px ofcf- 
»: #r8 :tholg dight,.and.finconkid 
as, that think. nothing buc Peace mill 
| o. rhe Golpel and io anon rejoyce 
<the Tidings, without foreſeeing the 
+ Wherefore.-when'the Eyil comes, 
g.unarmed, ang fonct able ro ftand 
pg they. Ure, and are-withered, 
bd briog forth no Fruit. He that re« 


wed the Seed into wt places, the ſame 


he that beareth the Word, and anon with ' 
jy uerh it 5, yet hath he vot root in him=- 
P02 {boy duveth fora \ whe 3 for when-Tr# 
Wation at Perſecution eviſub becauſe of 
ford, by au by they are offended, Mat. 
$205.21. There is in 1/. 28. men- 
a made. of ſome;}boſe glorious Bea 
a fin Flower, iſ 28. 4:becauſ?. 
is Fav befor Stanmer, Both-theſe are: 
Sabnely Fruit. 
F'N y Secondly, They -alſo- bring forth yn- 
ep Foir;: that. ſtay til the Seaſon is 
ow: o God! will . haye. his Fruit 1n is 
| | Seaſons 


-+* 


23 - The Barren gt 


Seaſon ; 1 ſay, he-will receive th 
fuch Men as ſhall render then wh nix 
Their Seaſons, Matth,x 1:41. The milly 
of the./cafor is dangerous, ſtaying 
the Doot is ſhut is dangerous,* Mat! 
10, T1. Many there -be that come m 6 
till the Flood of God's'Anger isx d}] 4 
andtoo deep for them ro wade throughyſal 
Swrely in the Floods of great Waters, I 
all not come nigh unto him, Pſal: 3210 
Efaws [afterward ] is fearful : For 
know how that 4fterward when he won 
have inberited the Bleſſing, be 'was rej 
for he formd10 place of Repentance, thi 
be ſought it grey with tears, Hel (2 4 
' 16, 17 218% - 
50 the Children of Ifrael, they Yrought | , 
5d the Fruits of Obeoneeanel 
their Lo, we be here, (Numb. 40 
42,) came. too late z 'Their; We: 
wp (verf.*2 x, 22, 23.) came tool: 
The Lord had ſ{worn,- Mat. .25. 19 
27. 3. before, that they flo ee 
the Land. All thefe'are ſuch: 
forth «ntimely Fruix;Heb:12.17- Lakitg | 
25, 26, 27. - It is the hard hap. of the 4 
Reprobate to do-all things too late 3.10 , 
be fenſible of his want of Grace al " 
late; to be ſorry for fin too latezto ſeek] g 


- * 
b4 þ 
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-  The”Latren'Fig-ttee, 59 
Py mance too. late z toask for mercy, 
0-defire to: 2oto-Glory too lateI”:: 
Wa; * bus: you, fee” that Fruit: ſmajrren in 
growtli, that wihererh, "and that 
ates not [to maturity, 4s #0 \ Fewie'). 
. That haſty Fruit, ſach 2s-the Corw 
ode Honſerp; Pal. -129:6,withereth: 
bao afore-it groweth up, arid is xo Frar;: 
tg, That the Fruit thats vile rants Iſt 
| } ed, 1570 Fratt;: y 
bt 4. Thar wildEruit, wild Grapes, Rex. 
Are no; Freat. /''; 
51 - ig/iFhar ntimely.Fruit, ſuch ascomes” 
ſoz, or-that comes: too late; ſuch as: 
2 Þcom not in their Seaſon; are no Fruit. 


oF lithe, came: and; ſought os thereon, 
gf and fourd none.” 6-2: 2932 % 3219 
? 2al-6hii. 
" Ih diceving will do-but Foals | Magi. 
| 34 He looked for Grapes ; .hen the time 
WI#: Fro drew near, he ſem bit Servants to, 
{ >a +0" Mags that he might receive the, 
DNiW. -' « f 
x | Qut-Bar what Fruit doth. God ex-- 
eF pett 2- Io es 2: , my 
4. Good FraitEvgryyree that bnneeth- 
en mw forth _—_ hewn down,Mat 7.1.9." 
& | Now before the Feuic begs 6. 
4 by 
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Treemuſt be good, for gand Ernitmakgg; 
not a g09d: I recs, Cages Tree bring 
forth good Fraxt 4, Do Mew gatber Grapest 
Thorns or Figs of Thiſtles! & Man mult With 
good, elſe he.can bring forth no gat lf, 
Fruit; he muſt have-rightconfne(s im} 
pared, that he may ftand good-in-Gad 

front the curſe of his :Laws:: tighy 
pwr have a Principle of Rig hteonſueld 
in his Soul,clſe how ſhouldke bring for ib 
good. Fruits? and hence-it; is ,; thaps 
Chriſtians fruits. are called;Gak q, 22,236 
Fhe: fruits of 'the Spirit, the. fruits off Rig 


teouſneſs, which . are byFeſus. Chriſt ;-Phil q 
1,18. TheFruits of the Spiritithereſay 


the Spirit muſt be there : the Fruits:q 
righteouſneſs., therefore rightecouſiieh 
muſt firf# be there ; but .to: particylaney 
in a few things briefly, 4 ; 
.' Finſt, God expeCerh Fruit thatoml 

anſwer. and be worthy of the: þ 
tance, which thou feigneſt thy felt 8 
have, Every, one-in a Profeſſion; | 

- that hath crouded into the pra 
pretendeth to Repentarce ;3now. of every |; 
ſuch Soul God expedteth that the FF i 
of Repentance- be found to attend them, r 
Mat.'3. 8. Bring forth. Fruits theref08] 3 
meet for a 'Gp * _—_— F 
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of Proniion -_ the Dottrin* of Re- 
tance, tree, ſeeing thow 

'a fer © art. = into the. 
Fheyard : thou ſtandeſt before the Lord: 
if the Vineyard, as one of the Trees of 
atk Garden : Wherefore He looketh for 

ir from thee, as from the reſt 'of the 
" 5s m the Vineyard; Fruits, | fay.,and 
as may declare thee in Heart ad 
SFlife,one that hath made ſound Profeſſion 

"To Repentance. By thy Profeſſion thou 
” he ſt faid, / am ſenfible of the Evil of Sin : 

| x then, live ſach a Life, as declares 

p 14 thou art ſenſible of the Evil of Sin. 

*3y thy Profeſſion thou haft ſaid, 1'amw 
ot for my Sin: Whry then, live ſuch 
"Lie as may declare This Sorrow. By 

4 9 Profeſſion-thou haſt ſaid, I am aſha- 
* wed Sin, Pal. 38:18. yea,but live ' 
| ficha Life, that Men by that oy | fee 
thy ſbame for ſin, Jer. 37. 19. ©” Aon 
ffeſſion thou ſayeſt,7 have tyrned from, 
yþ tr of, and am become an enemy to e 

BF earance of evil, 1 Thelf.5:22. Ah! but 
Fl Goth thy Life and Converſation declare 
, 
Al 


4, 


thee tobe ſuch an one? Take heed; bay- 


tn Fig-tree, leſt thy Life ſhould give t 
Ir or thelje, I % again, Take fed 


"_ | for 
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for: God himſelf will come for Fruity} 


2 


Ard he. ſought fruiabereon,. 


3 #- bn” * Ky - <- - - , "nr 
..;You have ſon;*Profeſlors,-thar ally 


ofily Saints before Men ', when they af 
abroad, , but are Devils and Vi;ecs tt 
hoxze 2, Saints by Profeſſion, but Dey fi 
by Practice ; Sainrs in Word, but Yeti 
ners in-Hearg 2nd .Life: Theſe Men maytft 
haze the; Profeſlion, bur they wantthgh 
Frut 55a: become Repentance, 0 
Barren Fig-tree ! Can: it be imaginelfha 
that taoſe that pajzt themſeives,did evthhh 
repefit of cheir Pride 2,, or that ,thol}- 
that parſe this, World, did ever repelple 
of their Coveronſneſs ? or that thoſe thakhth 
walk with wanton Eyes, did ever repentÞm; 
of their fleſhly Lufts ? W here,b-rren Fight 
rice, is the Fruit of theſe Peoples Repenys 
tance 2:Nay, do they not rather declaty; 
tothe World, that they have repented fy 
their Profeſſion > Their Fruits look asll% 
they had. . Their Pride ſaith, they haw! 
repented of their Humility : TheinCaih 
wetouſneſs declareth, that they are wearpJki 
of depending upon God z, and doth not.thy; Ji 
wanton ations declare, that thou abba 
reft Chaſtity? Where Is thy Fruit, BarrwJm 
Fig-tree ? Repentance is not only a ſot- Þ* 
row,and a ſhame for, but turning fr 


Sa |- 
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itz Sin to-God, Heb.s. it- is called Repentance 
from dead works. Haſt thou that Godly 
afSrrow that worketh Repentance to Sal- 
Aotion; never to be repented. of ? 2 Cor. 7. 

WE 1r. How'doſt/ thou ſhew thy care- 
Wifilneſs, and -clearing of thy felf's thy 
afadiznation againſt Sin; thy fear of 
wtdeading ; thy vehement defire to walk 
Whaith God ; thy zeal for bis Name,and 
FGory in the World: and what revenge 
that thou in-thy Heart againft every 
Uittought of Diſobedience? -- 
of. But where is the Fruit of this Re- 

bipentance > Where is thy Watching, 
With Faſting, thy Praying againſt the re- 
Wynzinders of Corruption ? Where is thy 

I%If.abhorrence 5 thy bluſhing before 
IG0d, for the'Sin that "is yet behind '? 
FyWhere- is thy tenderneſs of the Name 

I God and his Ways ? Where is thy 
f-denial and Contentment? How doſt 
Wiloy ſhew before Mer the truth of thy 
y ""% to Goa?” Haſt thou _ the 
WIadder things of diſhoneſty, not walking 18 
I fraftineſs ? b for on thou com- 
#Jwend thy ſelf to every Man's Conſcience 


it 


tbe frobt of God ? 


: | > Yoda, 


, ” 
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An he fought Frait thereon: © 


Secondly, God . expefteth Fruits the 
ſhall anſwer that Faith which thow mal 
Profeſſion of. The Profeſſor that is ge 
into the Vineyard of God, doth feig 
that he hath rhe Faith, : the Faith, auf 
boly, the Faith of God's Ele&t, . Ab! Bu 
where are thy Fruits, Barren Fig-trex 
| The Faith of the Romans WAs [had ny 
throughout the. whole World, Rom: 18 
and the Theſſalogians Fairb grew ex6ta « 
"85, 2 Thell: 1.3, | 

hou vrofellelt to believe thoah k 
ſhare in-axother World ; Haſt thonl 
Ela » bavren-Fig- tra? Thou profſth] 7 

it thou. belicve'c in-Chrife 3 is le tþ if 

0g, and. the Life of thy Soul 7 Yeawhalil 4 

ca vato- Him, or his. Sorrof 
and Soffering,? What reſemblance bath 
his Crying, and Groaning, . and-Ble þ al 
wg, and Dying wrought in thee? 4 40. j 
thou bear abqut in thy: body the 6 
of the Lord Jeſus ? and is alſs 4 e- 
of Feſus made manifejt in thy mort al wajhF C 

2 Cor.4. £0,411: Barren Fig-tree, 6 AF 
me thy Faith thy Works. Shew- ont | Fe ( 

me 
41 
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Food Converſation thy Works with mee Jig 
of wiſdom, Jam.2,18, & 3.13, 
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i} -' What Frujz, barren Fig-tree, what 

of Heart-Holinefs ? for Faith pus 

the Heart, ACt, 15, 9. What love to 

F the- Lord Jeſus ? for Faith worketh 'by 
W ove, Gal.5.6. 

. Thirdly, God expecteth Fruits,accord- 
if Þe to the. Seaſons of Grace thou art un- 
* according to the rain that cometh up- 
pi -mebee, Perhaps thou art planted in a 
Z Soil, by great Waters, that thou 

mighteſt bring forth Branches,and- bear 
{Fruit ; that thou mighteſt be! a goodly 
pF 1 Vine or Fig-tree : Shall he not therefore 
|'kck for Fruit , for Fruit anſwerable 10 
þ the means ? Barren Fig-tree., God ex- 
ets it, and will fiad it too, ifever He 
thee. For the Earth which wor 

Ye 1. that comes oft upon it and- 

forth herbs meet for bim by whom'it is w | 

v tg receives bleſſing fon God; but that 

ich beareth thorns and briars is refebted, 

a ard 5 nigh unto enr ſing, __ end 13 10 be 
t4 Mrned, Heb. 6. 7, 3, 

'- Barrer Soil ! How many ſhowers of 
Grace, how many dews from Heaven, 
f | tow many times have the filver'Streams 

& the City of God, r«n- gliding by thy 
"1 '9ts, to cauſe thee to bring forth Pros / 


| eſe Showers. and $reams,” and-the - 
Drops 


W1 
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Drops that hang upon thy-Boughs, y 
all be accounted for ; and will my 
teſtifie againſt rhee, that thou oughueſt 
of right to be burned? Hear, and tre 
ble,. O thou barren Profeſſox ! Fries ch 
become thy profeſſion 'of the Goſpel, the 7 
of Heaven expettcth, The Goſpel hall 
in it the Forgiveneſs of Sins, the Kings k 
dom of Heaven, and eternal Lit 
But what Fruit hath thy Profeſſion of 
belief: of theſe things put forth in thy$ 
Heart and: Life ? .Haſt thou. given thyt 
- ſelf to the Lord; and is all that thou! 
haſt to. be ventured for his Name in thipt 
World ? Doſt thou walk like one thati#Fit 
bought with a price, Even the prick b to 
precious Blood ? ot 
Fourthly, 'The Fruit that God-expedaJat 
eth is ſuch, As is meet for himſelf, FrutYy 
that may, plorifie God ; God's Trees a 
' Trees of Righteouſneſs, the plantirig of toeith 
Lord, that He may be glorified ;, Fruit tat 
rafteth of Heaven , abundance of Juchy 
Fruit :-For herein, faith Chriſt, is my. F#* 
ther glorified , that ye bring forth 8 | 
Fruit, John 15, 8. Fruits of all kind 
new and old; the Fruits of the Spirit isil 
all Goodveſs, and Righteouſneſs, and Tritt 


Fravgs before-the World, Fruits "= 
[ 
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Saints, Fruits before God, Fruits be- 
fr Angels, 
- 0, my Brethren, What manner of Per- 
ought we to be, who have ſubſcribed 
Þ the Lord, and have called our, ſelves 
; the name of Iſrael? One ſhall ſay; I 
# the Lords; and another- ſhall call bim- 
I Gf by the Name of Jacob ; and another 
| 1 L ſubſcribe with his Hand unto the Lord 
1d ſirname himſelf by the Name of * IC | 
nel, I/a. 44-5- Barren. Fig-tree, baft 
F i jou ſubſcribed, haſt thou called thy ſelf 
; the Name of Facob ? and firnamed 
thy ſelf by the Name of Iſrael?” All 
py ths thou pretendeſt ro, who art got in- 
#4t the Vineyard, who-art placed among 
Aihe Trees of the Garden of God-: God 
$0oth therefore look-for ſuch Fruit: as is 
is [worthy of his ame,as is meet for Him ;, 
«the Apolile ſaith, We ſhoald walk wor- 
Wy of God; that is, ſo as we may ſhew 
gevery place, that the preſence of God 
Is with us, his Fear #us,and his Majeſty 
44d Authority upon or AfHons, Fruits 
oEweet for him, ſach a dependance upon 
aim, ſuch ruſt in his Word, ſuch ſariſ- 
1! ; wc Lion in his Preſence, ſuch A Fang 
o him with all my Concerns, and / 


re &light in the enjoyment of him,that may _ 
Ni fe demon- 
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demonitrate that his Fear is in my HeartzY 


that my Soul is wrap'd up in his Thingyy 


and that my Body, and Soul, and Eſtate; 
and "All, are in Truth, through high 
Grace, at is diſpoſe, Fruit meet fatty 


bim, Hearty thanks, and bleſling Godly 


far Jeſus Chriſt , for his good Word; 
for his Free-Grace, for the diſcovery ot 
himſelf in Chriſt to the Soul, ſecretly 
langing after another World, FruitYy 


meer for him. Liberality to the 


Saints, to the poor World; a Lite, inÞ 
Word and Deed exemplary ; a patienty 
and quiet enduring of all things, ' tilt 
have done and ſuftered the whole Will yz 
of God,- which he hath appointed for Jy 
me.. That on the good ground are they, fi 
which in an honeft and good Heart, hauny 
beard the Word, keep it , and bring fora 
Fruit with patience, Luke 8. 15. This 


bringing forth Fruit unto God ; Hevny Ji 
our Fruit unto Holineſs, and our End ever 
laſting Life, Rom. 7, 4. & 6.22, & 145 


Fifthly, The Lord expects Fruit'#- 


: 


g 


'£ 


coming the Vineyard of God. The Vine F 


yard, faith he, 7/2. 5. 1, i a very fruits Yi 
bt 


ful Hill; witneſs the Fruit brought fort 


in al Apes : The moſt barren'Trees4hat F 


ever grew in the Wood of this Worllh 


when Þ 
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n planted in this Vineyard by the God 
7220 what Fruit to Godward have 
y brought forth ? Abel offered the 
excellent Sacrifice, ' Heb. 11. 4, E- 
jch walked with God ehree hundred years, 
[. 5. Noah, by his Life of Faith,con- 
d the World, and became Heir of the 
weouſneſs which is by Faith, er. 9. 
aham lefr bis Country, ws went oxt 
rey God, not krowing whether he went, 
KR; Moſes left a Kingdom, -and- yn 
bazard of the Wrath-of the King, for 
The love he! had to God and © rift. 
Whe at ſhall I ſay of them who had Tri- 
$not accepting deliverance, that they 
i obtain a better»Reſarre&ion ? 
11; 35236, 37 They were ſtoned, 
oo "were ſawn aſrnder ; were tempted, 
flawiwith the Sword: They wandred 
#ont int Sheep-tkirs and Goat-Skgnts, bei 
afituce, afflicted, tormented. Perer 1 
$ Father, Ship and Nets, Mat. 4. 18, 
ib” Pail turned off from the Feet of 
Jamal: ict. Men bronghttheir Goods and 
RAons Ctheprice of them ) and caſt 
tdown at the Folie $ Feer, As 19. 
wn 20: and 'orhers bronght—their 
ors topet het, and-Byrnt 1 pen] 
os though they Were worth fifry rhox- 


and © 
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ſand pieces of Silver... - I;could-add;ht 
many willingly offered them (clvesing 
Ages, and their al, for the worth 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, to be rack 
ſtarved, hanged, burned , drown 
pulled in pieces, and a thouſand C 
mities, Barren Fig-tree, the Vineys 
of God hath been a fruitful —_ 
doſt thou there ? What doſt thou be; 
God expects Fruit, according to, orl 
coming the So1l of the Vineyard. . 


Stxrhly, The Fruit- which God £ 
peCterh 1s ſuch as becometh God's , 
bandry and Labonr. The Vineyan 


God's Hushatdry, or Tillage. I ami 
Vine, ſaith Chriſt, Joh 15, 1- and 8 
Father is the Huszbandman., And again 
I. Cor. 3.9, Te. are God's Husband p { 
are God's. Building, The Vineyard, Gu 
fences it, God gathereth out the Stoul 
God builds the Tower, and the Win 
| preſs in the midſt thereof. Here is 
' *"bour, here is. Protection , here"4is.1 
moving of Hindrances, here is. con 
nient Purgation, and all, that theres you - 
be Frutt. \5J [ 
Barren Fig-tree, what Fruit haſt t 10: 
haſt thou Fruit becoming, the Care" 
God.the ProteCtion of God,the Wild NY , 
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od, the Patience and Husbandry of 
? It is the Fruit of the Vineyard, 
"F is either the ſhame or the praiſe of * 
te Husbandman. 7 went by the Field of 
| [orbful, ſaith Solomon,and by the V ine- 
pd of the Man void of Underſtanding ; 
ud lo, it was grown over with Thorns, 
w Nettles had covered the face thereof, 
For, 24+ 30,3 1,32. 
Barren Fig-tree, If Men ſhould make a 
lement of the care, and pains, and 
hour of God in hisChurch by the Fruit 
at thou -bringeſt forth,, what might 
1 ſay, is he not lothful, is he not 
tfeleſs, is he not without diſcretion ! 


8 Thorns, thy Nettles, thy barren 

rt, and hes Life,- is a continual 

| procation to the eyes of his Glory, 

Galikewiſe a diſhonour ta the glory of 
nag Grace. | 

ig Barner Fig-tree, haſt thou heard all 

le things, I will add yet one more. 


; my | 
ws 4nd be came and fought Fruit thereon. 1 
Ke 
by [hs Queſtion i is not now, What thon 
ft of thy ſelf, nor what all*the 
vole of God think of thee ? but what 


Ig ſhalt be found in that day, when 
[= C God 
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God ſhall ſearch thy boughs for Fraith 
WhenSodom was to be ſearched forrigh 
teous Men, God would nct, in thi 
matter, truſt his faithful Servant Ahn 
ham, but ſtill as Abraham intercedeli 
God anſwered, If I find fifty, or fon 
and five there, 1 will mt deſtroy the C 

Gen. 18. 20, 21 ,26,27. Barren Fig- 

- what ſayeſt thou? God will come & | 
to ſee,-God will make ſearch for F 
himſelf. 7 

And he came and ſought Fruit theralf 
and found Cnone, ] Then ſaid he to 

Dreſſer of the Vineyard, Behold, theſe thre 
Years T come feeking fruit on this Fig-t 
and find none ;, Cut it down, why Com 
it the ground : ? '7 

Theſe words are the effe&t of G0 
earch into the bonghs of a barren- 
zree; He ſought Fruit, and foiindi 
none to his likin gone pleaſant and gt 
Therefore, firſt, he complains of t 
want thereof to the Dreffer, calls him 
come and ſee, and take notice of 
Tree ; then gnifieth his pleaſure, WC 
will have- it removed, taken away, 3 
down from cumbering the GromdG th 


BY” 


' 
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mn Pa The barren Fig-tree is the Ob- 
ot of God's diſpleaſure, God .cannot 

b ar with a fruitleſs Prateſlor, 

by &* - [Then] ſaid he, Sc. 

in {Then,after this proyocation ; then,af< 

Ser he-had ſought and found no Fruit, 

. This word [then] doth ſhew us a: 
nd of an inward diſquietneſs; as he 
ith alſo in another place, upon a like 
porocation, Then the anger of the Lord, = 

a bis jealouſie, ſhall ſmoke againſt that 
n, and all the Curſes that are written jt 
ks Book ſhall lie upon him, and the Lord 
uI>blot ont his Name from under Hea- 

, Devt.29. 18, 19, 20. 

' [hens It intiwateth that he was mow 
eto a point, to a reſolution what to 
with this Fig-tree, Then ſaid he » 
kt Dreſſer of this V, incyard, that is, t 

| 1s Chriſt, Bebgld;' as much as to oy 

:midtome kither, here is a Ngtree in my 

jeyard, here is a Profeſſor in my 


i 

eb Church, that is barren, that beareth no 

' frvit, 

1 F obſerve However the barrenProfeſſor 
D "Pigks of * himſelf on Earth, the Lord 


f out it t ſeaven - oe? th, Ifa.5.5. 
. Azad 
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And now goto, 1 will tell you what I wil 


zo my V; incyard ; I will take away, the be 
thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up; and I 


break down the Wall thereof, and it ſhall 


troden down. 


Behold, theſe three Years I come je 


Fruit, QC. 


Obſery. Theſe three years, God © 
| out that his patience 1s abuſed, thath 
forbearance is abuſed : Beholt , the 


three years I have waited, forborn z the 


three years I have deferred mine ange 
Therefore I'will ſtretch out my band aa 
thee, and deſtroy thee; I am weary 1 
_ vepenting, Jer:15.6. 

Theſe three 6a; .Obſerve,God layd 


up al! the time ; 1 ſay, a remembrance} 


all the time, that a barren Fig-tree, 
fruitleſsProfeſſor miſpendeth in this 
As he- ſaith alſo of io ael of old, 0 
years long was I grieved with this Gen 
tion, Pal, g5. 10, 

Theſe three years, &C, 

Theſe three Seaſons ; Obſery, God 
members how meny Seaſons. thou h 


miſpent : For theſe cEree Tears Dy 


"many Seaſons. And when the time bv 


# 224 
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q* nigh;that is, about the Seaſon they 
x hhegin tO be ripe, or that according io 
he Seaſon might ſo have been: © Barren 
 86p-trce, thou haſt bad. Time, Seaſons, 
*rmons, Miniſters, AﬀMi&tions, Judg- 
ſents; Mercies , and” what not 2? and' 
# haſt not been fruitful : thou haſt hat 
tatnakenings , Reproofs, Threatnings, 
Momforrs, and yet haſt not been fruitful ; 
Thou haſt had Patterns , Examples, Ci- 
tions,-Provocations, and yet haſt not 
kn fruitful, Well, God hath laid up 
three years with himſelf, He remem- 
$ every Time, every Seaſon, every Ser- 
bn, every [ Miniſter ; Affliction, Judg- 
ent, Mercy, awakening Pattern, Ex- 
ſwple, Citation, Provocation, He re- 
embers ail: As he {aid of 1ſrael of old, 
ey have tempted me theſe ten times, and © 
we not bearkened to my Poice,Nutab.14. 
WW. And again, / remember all their, 
__— Hoſ.7.2, 


Fa) 
= T hefe three Tears, &c. 
vs | 


"2 fe ſeeks for the Fruit of every Sea- 
1788: He will not. that any of his Ser- 
ns, Miniſters, Afflictions, Judgments 
je! Mercies ſhoald be lo, or ſtand for 
C 3 - Ins > 
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inſi enificant things; he will have accord, 

ing tothe benefit beſtowed, 2 Chron.z2, i; | 
25.. Ezek.14.23. He hath not doiy 
without a Cauſe all that he hath fol + 
and therefore he looketh for- Fri 
Look to it, barren Fig-tree. >" 


I camie [ſeeking] Fruit. : 


Obſerv. This word |. ſeeking ] fm 4h 
fies a narrow ſearch : for when a la 
ſeeks for Fruit on a Tree, he goes r coup 1 
it, and round it, now looking into tl 
Bough, and then into that, he peeksin 
to the, inmoſt Boughs, and the loiwet 
molt Boughs, if perhaps Fruit may i 
thereon. 
' Barren Fig-trce, God will look 1 intol 
thy Boughs, he will be with thee in 
Bed-Fruits , thy Midnight-Fruits , i 00. 
Cloſet-Fruits , thy Family-Fruits, lh 
Converſation-Fruits, to ſee if there 
any among all theſe that are fit for, 
*worthy of the Name of the God 
Heaven. He ſees what the Children 
- Iſrael do in the dark , Ezek, 8. 12. 
things are open unto the eyes. of him Wa 
whom we hae to do, Heb,4. 12, 13«' 4 


Seckm | 


. 
- 
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q keg Fruit on [this] Fig-trce: 


7 cold you before, that he keeps in re- 
mbrance the Times and Seaſons that 
& barren Profeſſor had wickedly miſ- 


4 heot. Now. , - foraſmuch as he alſo: 


meth out the Fig-tree, This Fig-tree ; It 
eweth that the barren. Profellor above 
[Profe eſſors,is a continual ad: in the 


fall Yes of God. This Fig-tree, Thu Man 


un 


T 
s » 
f : 


W.. 


4 


7 


ich, Jer. 22. 28. This People draw 
ph dic © with their Month, but have re- 
pred their Hearts far from me. God 
bows who they y are among, all the thou- 
ads of 1ſracl, that are the barren and « 
mitleſs Pr ofeſſors ; his Lot will fall up-- 
In the Head of Achan, though: he be 

Wd among fix hundred thouſand * Men. 
d he brought bis Houſkold, Man by Man, 
Ti Achan #he Sor of Carmi, the Son of 
abdi, the Son of Zerah, of the Tribe of 
vdah, was taken, Joſh, 7, 17, 18. This 
& th Achan, this 1s the Fig tree, ths is + 

& barren Profeſſor. 

FTher e is a Man hath an hundred Trees 
Mhis Vineyard, and at the time of the 
Seaſon, he walketh into his Vineyard to 
The how the Trees flouriſh; and as he 
C4 goes 
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goes,and views, and pries, and obſery 
' how they are hanged with Fruit; 
hold, he comes. to one where he fndel 
nought but Leaves. Now he makes 
ſtand, looks upon 1t again and againjh 
looks alſo here and there, above and be 
low ; and if after all this Tecking, | 
finds nothing but leaves thereon ;, Then! 
begins to caſt in his mind, how he m 
know this Tree next Year, what ſtat 
next it, or how far *tis off the dy; 
but if there be nothing there that m 
bz.as a Mark to know it by ; then ly 
takes bis Hock, and giveth It a ih 
mark, { And the Lord ſet a Mark 
Cain, Gen, 4.) ſaying, Go thy. waj 
fruitleſs Fig-tree,Thox haſt ſpent this Sth 
ſon in vain, | 
Yet doth he not cut it down, I f 
try 1t another year; may be this 
not a hitting Seaſon. Therefore i 
comes again next year to ſee if nc ; 
Have, Fruit ; but as he found it before 'S 
Hefinds it mw, barren,barren, every yell, 
barren; he looks again, but finds n0 Frultſe. 
Now he begins to-have ſecond oY 4 
How! neither hit laſt year, nor this 
Surely the Barrenneſs is not in the es 


ſon, ſure the Fault is in the Tree, How 
oy d *r 


By 5 
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Sever 1 will ſpare- it, this Year alſo, but 
ill give it 2 {ccand Mark : Andit may 
"te, . be toxchcth it with a hot Tron, becauſe 
op | begins 10 be angry; / "uf 
E Well, 'at the third Seaſon he comes - 
Spain for Fruit, but the third year is 
ke the firſt and ſecond, no Fruit yet ;, it 
ly cambereth the ground. \V hat now 
"Muſt be done with this Fig-tree > Why, 
be Lord will lop. bis Boughs with terror 5 
Mea, the Thickets of thoſe Profeſſors 
"NF ro. 1 have waited, faith God, theſe 
1 Mlree years, I have miſſed of Fruit theſe 
tree years :. 1t hath been.a Cumber- 
"ound theſe three years, cut it down. 
ſfrecept hath been apon. Precept, and 
"Iline upon Line, one year after another. 
bor theſe three years, but no Fruit can be 
"en, I find none, fetch out the Ax; I 
Þn ſure chjs is. the Fig-tree, I know it 
om the firſt year, Barrenneſs was its 
"wn. then,barrennefs is its ſign now, make 
SI kt for the Fire. Behold, the Ax 1s laid 
"6 [the root.of the Trees 3 every Tree there- 
wwe that -bringeth not forth good Fruit, is 
penn down, and caſt into the Fire, Matth, 
G1 0. Fa, | 
o Obſerve ; my Brethren,. God's Heart 
mt ſtand towarts - barrew Fig-rree. 
"Mi Cs You { 


5o @The Batten Fig-tree. JF 
You know thus it is with your ſivess 
If you have a Tree in your Orchard, 
Vineyard , © that doth only camber i 
Gronnd,you cannot took upon that Tre 
with pleaſure, with complacency | 
delight : No, if you do but go by it; 
you do but caſt your Eye upon 4t;;. ye 
if you do but think of that Tree, yo 
threaten it in your Heart, ſaying, 71 

. bew thee down ſhortly; I will to the F 
with thee ſhortly. And it is in vain f 
any to think of perſwading of yo 
ſhew favour to the barren Fig-treez at 

; If they thould perſwade, your Anime 
3s irreſiſtible. ,, Ir" yields me 'nd profit; 
takes up roo, and doth no good, | 
better may grow In its room 3 


Cut it down. 


Thus when the godly among the % 
CJer.14.17.) made Prayers, that reh 
lious Tfrae! might not be caſt'out br 
Vineyard, -what faith the Anſwer" I 
God ? Jer. 3 15; 1. Thou yeader” 5 | 
nine1ftood before 3 me, yet told ot 4" 

* be typards this People; wherefore ca 


ont of my Preſence ana let th 
"forthe | AE hs Wn 


A 


: 
T3. 
” 


W 


\& ; 
”** 3 
F i 


+| ) 


x, 5 2, 3, Son of Man, what 15 the 


- The Batten Fig-tree. ” 
| What a Reſolution is here! Moſes and 


ene! could do almoſt any thing with 
"God in Prayer. How many times did 


ſes by Prayer turn away God's Judg- _- 


| Fats from even Pharaoh himſelf ! yea, -— 
# many times Cid he by Prayer pre- © 


> Jſracl, when in the Wilderneſs, 
Pal, 106. 23.) from the Anger and 
Wrath of God > Samuel is reckoned ex- 
ellent this way, yea ſo excellent,-that 


phen.J/racl had done that fearful thing, 


v0 reject the Lord, and chuſe-them 
wther King, (1 Sam. 12,). he prayed, 
I the Lord ſpared,and forgave them: 
ut yet neither doſes nor Samuel can ſave 


barren Fig-tree. No, though doſes and 
wel food before me, that is,pleading, 
FPving, interceding, ſupplicating, and”: 
3 Þ eeching, yet could they nog incline 
une heart to this People 


\ 


_ Cut 1t down. 
Ah, but Lord- it is a Fig-tree, a Fig- 
' if it: was a Thorn, or a Bramble, 
LaThiſtle, the matter would not be 
vch ; but it is a, Fig-tree, or a Vines - 
vell, but. mark-the anſwer of God, 


Fi 16* 
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Finc-tree, more than any Tree, or. than aÞ 
Branch that 1s among the Trees of the Fi 
reſt.? ſhall Wood be taken thereof to dv an 


Work? or will Men take a Pin thereof, ul: 
bang any V efſel thereon ? If Trees that an | 


ſet, or planted for Fruit, bring not fonllf 
that fruit, there is betwixt them and the 
Trees of the Foreſt 10 betterment at , | 
—_ the betterment lieth - in-t 
Trees of the Wood, for they arefitty 
'build withal ;- but a Fig-tree, or a Vin 
if they: bring. not forth” fruit , yea" goal 
Fruit, they are fit for nothing at all butÞ 
to be cut down, and prepared forth 
fire; and fo the Prophet goes on, : k | 
hold, it s cat into the fire for fuel: ial 
ſerve not for fruit, -it will ſerve for fue 
and ſo the fire devoureth both the ends 7 "30 
' and the middle of it is burnt, 
Ay but; theſe Fig-rrees and Vines 
Church Members, Inhabitants of jul 
falem. So was the Fig-tree mentionedlli 
the Text ; but what anſwer hath Goo 
prepared for theſe Objeftions ? b | 
Ver. 6, 7. Thus ſaith the "Lord God, As tw 
Vine-tree among the Trees of the Fore 
which I have given to the fire for fuel | 
will I give the Inhabitants of JerulakiF 
And 1 will ſet my face againſt them, me 
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an aÞ alt go from one fire, and another fire ſhall 
| Fe 


yoar them 4 
| o \ 
f ul. Cut it down. _ | 
t any” 
fol "The Woman that deligateth in her 
| teEGarden, if ſhe have a Shp there, ſuppoſe . 
 a&E(ifit was fruitful ) ſhe would not take 


- 


theve Pounds for it 5 Tet if it bear no Fruit, 
It taÞif it wither, and dwindle, and die, and 
7meEtorn cumber-groundonly it may not ſtand 
oder ber Garden. Gardens and. Vineyards 
ere places for. Fruir for Fruitaccordingto 
theEthe natvre of the plant or flowers. 'Sup- 
J6Þ'poſe ſuch a Slip as I told you of before, 
f.x& ſhould be in your Garden,and there die: 
{3 Would” you let it abide in your Garden ? 
fu, No! away with it, away with it, The 
| Woman comes into her garden towards 
areÞthe Spring, where firſt ſhe gives it a /izght 
maſt with her eye ; then ſhe ſets to ga- 
tnÞthering out the Weeds, and Nettles, and 
WE Stones; takes a Beeſom and ſweeps the 
WW akks : this done; ſhe falls to prying into 
Ther Herbs and Slips, to ſee 1f they live, - * 
F,$:to ſee if they are likely to grow : Now, 
; Ja if ſhe comes t0 one that is dead; that ſhe is 
MJconfident will not. grow, up ſhe pulls 
CSS: "na makes. yo the beop;00-rowi 
_ = W 
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with it, where ſhe deſpiſingly caſts it- 
down, and valueth it no more than 4: 


Nettle, or a Weed, or than the duſt ſha; } 


hath ſwept out of her Walks. Yea, i 


any that fee her ſhould” ſay, Why 


you ſo ? The anſwer is ready, 'Tis dead; 
*tis dead at root : If-I had let ir ſtand Þ 


*rwould but have cumbered the ground; 


The ſtrange Slip:(and alſo the Dead oney)! 
they.muſt be a heap in the aay of Grief, 
jeu of deſperate' Sorrow z, Ifa.17.10,11..: 


Cut it down. 


There be +99 manner of cuttings: 


down ;- * 


Firſt, When a Man 1s caſt out of the 


Vineyard, 


Seconaly, When a Man is caſt 'out of 


the World, 


Firſt, When a Man is caſt out of the” 
Vineyard. And that is done two ways” 


1. By an immediate hand of God. 
2, By the Churches due execution of tht 
Laws and- Cenſures which Chriſt for the 
ag 4 hath left with bis Church, | 


Firſt, God-cuts down the Barren-Figp.. 


tree by an immediate Hand, ſmiting; his 
OL blaſting his branches,.and:dÞ 


takes ; 


— 


b * 
as >. Þ£ : 
, 
- — 1 - = nn 4 - _ . 


— KY in << pen} I =o ex os > wo wt 
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it 3 (a es him away from among his people. 
a'FFoery Branch, ſaith Chrift, that beareth | 
oeE ar Fruit in me, He (my Father) taketh 
P, Lap), John 15. 2. He taketh him out of 
oF the Church, He taketh him away. from 
the Godly, There are two things by: 
FT yhich God taketh the barren Pro lor 
Ffom among the Children of God, 


FJ Firſt, Strong Deluſtons. 
f,4- 'Secondly, Open Prophaneneſs. 


$ Firſt, By ſtrong Deluſions, ſuch as be- 
24 guile the Soul with damnable Dodrings, 
FTthat ſwerve from Faith and Godlineſs'; 
Va. oy » 4+ They have choſe their own 
"Oh God, and their Soul de- 
; ebiech; in their Abominations : ; T1 alſo will 
FJ chaſe their Deluſions, and will, bring their 
'Fears pon them. I will ſmite them with 

f T blindneſs, and hardneſs of Heart, and 

4 ing of Eyes , and will alſo ſuffer the 
e I Tempter to tempt and effect his helliſh 
My Deſigns upo nthem; 2 Thefl. 2. 10, 11, 

*F 12. God wil ſend them. #rong Deluſions, 
Y Jha they may believe a Lie ;, that they 
# 1. may be damned who believe not. the _ 
| Fraeb, but had. pleaſure in Unrighteouſ- 


| gon Sometimes God takes away 


| Lt arreu Profeſſor by open Profaneneſs.. | 
There _ 


[a WW, om 1 
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P 4 is one hath taken up a Profeſſioght® 
of that worthy Name, the Lord ela 
Chriſt ;but this Profeſſion is but a Cloak 
\he ſecretly practiſeth Wickedneſs : fil 
is a-Glutton, a Drunkard, or Covetolf 

| or Unclean, Well, faith God, ly 
d looſe the Reins of this Probe 1H y 
give him up to bis vile Afettions, I wii 
looſe the Reins of his Luſts before him 
he ſhall be entangled with his bes al P 
Luſt, he ſhall be overcome of ungodl q 
Company. Thus they that turn aide 
to their own crooked ways,  Pſal. I2F 
5. The Lord ſhall lead them forth oo” 
workers of Iniquity. This is God's Hand 
Immediately ; God is now dealing with: 
this Man himſelf. Barrex Fig-tree, heat: by 
© ken, Thorart crouded into a Profeſſion} 
art got among the Godly, andthere aft - 
a ſcandal to the Holy and Glorious Gt Fe 
ſpel; but withal fo cunning, that li 
the Sons of Zerviah, thou art too hartY 
for the Church ; She knows nat how wt} 
deal with thee. Well, faith God, nil Þ 
deal with that Man my ſelf, Fs IP bf 
7, 8, 1 will anſwer that Man b my ſets ( 
he that ſets up his Idols in his Heartzand }; 
puts the ſtumbling-block of his Iniquity, 
before his-Face, and yet comes and 3p" 


o—_ —_— 
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ſpas before me ; 1will fer my. of, "7 | 
| F that Man, end will make him a 
ab28d 4 Proverb : ; and I will cut him off from 
10h  Sidf of my People ; and * Jral kyow 
ht 1 am the Lord, ; 

*But ,, Secondly, God 46th ſometimes 

down the. barren -Fig-tree by the 
hurch , by the Churches due execution 
# the Laws and Cenſures,which Chriſt 

br that purpoſe hath left with- his 
Church, This is the meaning of that in 
ber, 18, 1. Cor, $, and that in 1 Tim, 

29, upon which now I ſhall not. en- 
Large. But which way ſoever God deal- 

Wh with thee , O thou barren: Big-tree, 

ether by himſelf immediately; or by 
5 Church, it amounts to one andthe 
"Fane. For if timely Repentance pre- 
# FEnt not, The tnd of that Soul is damma- 
or, They are blaſted, and withered, 

Id gathered by Men, God's Enemies; 2 
kc at laſt being caſt into. the Fire, 
wrning muſt be their end, That which 

th Briars and Thorns , is nigh unto 
aro whoſe end 15.t0 be rermee, Heb, 


And again, ſometimes by cat jt ;r down, 
means, caſt it out of the World : 

Jlkus he cat down Nadab and Abibu, 

when 
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when he burned them up with Fire fronF- 
Heaven, Numb. 16. 31, 32, 33. Thus 
he cur down Corah, Dathan, and AbbÞ 
ram, when. he made the Earth to ſwalla 
them up. Thus he cut down Saul, 1 Sam 

31, 4. when he gave bim up. to fall u 

the- cdg' of his own Sword, and died. Tha 

-he cut down Anantas with Saphira | | 
Wife, when he ſtruck, them down dead 

the midſt of the Congregation , Atts wii 
5, 10. I might here alſo diſcourſe, gf f \þ 
Apſolom , Avitbophel and Fudas , wha 
were all three banged : The firſt by Golf 
revenging Hand, the other were gival 

up of God to be their own Executi oF 
ners. Theſe were barren and unproflelÞ 
table- Fig-trees., ſuch as God took. mt 
pleaſure in, therefore he commande 

to cut them down. The Pſalmiſt "Gai | 
Pal. 5. 9. He ſhall take them away #t 
with a Whirld-wind, both living,and in q f! 
Wrath. -Þ 
Barren Fig-tree, hearken God cas] 
for the Ax, bis Sword, bring it hitches 
here is a barren Profeſſor, Cuthin] \ 
down, why cumbereth he the G round 7 iy 


Wh}; 
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» 
: - 
om y 
' » 
L » 


bay 2 Why cambereth is the Ground?] 
aF By theſe words the Lord ſuggeſteth 
*IKeaſons of his Diſpleaſure againſt the 


"Sarren Fig-tree ; Jt cumbreth the ground. 
*$The Holy Ghoſt doth not only take an 
*Srzument from its barrenneſs, but be- 
VBGſe it is a Curber- ground, Therefore cut 
3» down ; - wherefore it muſt needs be a 
 Fxoyocation. | 
Fs” 1. Becauſe as much as in him lieth, 
"Ft diſappointeth the Deſign of God in 
planting his Vineyard ; 7 locked that it 
cls bring forth fruit, 4 
FT 2. It hath alſo abuſed his Patience,his 
*$0ng-ſuffering, his three years Patience. 
*F 3. It bath alſo abuſed his Labour, his 
*FPains, his Care, and providence of Pro- 
© Ii&tion and Preſervation : for he hedges 
"Iii Vineyard, and walls it about. Cum 
»Yber-ground, all theſe things thou abuſeſt. 
ry fe waters his Vineyard, and looks to It 
Night and Day,but all theſe things thou 
Jhaſt abuſed. * 
+ F Further, There are other Reaſons- of 
"JCcod's Diſpleaſure;z As, ._ - 
hl Firſt, A Cumber-ground is a very mock 


j 


2nd reproach to Religion, a mock and 
reproach 
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reproach to the Ways of God, tothe} 
People of God, to the Word of God 


4 


and to the Name of Religion. It is ex 

Qed / of all hands, that all the Tray 
in the Garden of God ſhould be fruit 
. ful; God expeQts Fruit, the Church ex 
pects Fruit, the World, even the World 
conclude that Profeſſors ſhould be' fruit 
ful in good Works ; I ſay, the very Worl 
, expecteth that Profeſſors ſhould he bet 
ter than themſelves : But, barren Fig 
tree, thou diſappointeſt all : Nay, halt 
thou not learned the wicked- ones thyYi 
Ways ? Haſt thou not learned them tah 
be more wicked by thy Example, (but 
thats by the by: Barren Fig-tree, ft 
'Thon haſt diſappointed others,and auf. 
be diſappointed thy ſelf. Cut it down, why if 
. eambereth it the grourd ? "0 

\ Secondly, The barren Fig-tree takes fi 
the room where a better Tree might ſtand; | 
I ſay, it takes up the room, it keeps, fa-Yi 
long as it ſtands where it doth,a fruitful 
Tree out of that place,and therefore It; I 
mult be cut down. Barren Fig-tree,Dolk; i 
thou hear ? Becauſe the Fems ftood fruit» It 
leſs in the Vineyard; Therefore, faid Jj 
God, Mat. 21. 33--41. The Kingdom of* 
Hegven ſhall be taken from you, and jt 


= 
. 
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xd.th given to a Nation that ſhall render him 
x» Iibeir Fruits in their Seaſon, The Jews for 
ze heir barrenneſs were cut down,and more 
utSfoitful People put in their room. As 
rene! alſo ſaid to barren Saul, 1 Sam. 
rwidyis, 28. The Lord hath rent the Kingdom 
witSfrom thee, and hath given it to thy Neigh- 
wider that 3s better than thou; the unpro- 
table Servant mu## be caſt out, mult be 
bs Bt down, Mat: 25, 27, 

" Cumber-ground ! How many hopeful, 
IyJiclinable, forward People ,} haſt thou 
ally thy fruitleſs and unprofitable Life, 
utMept out of the Vineyard of God ; for 

Athy ſake have the People ſtumbled atRe- 
of gion -; by thy Life have they been kept 
py Jfrom the Love of their own Salvation. 
-.*Ihou haſt been alſo a-means of harden- 
Ids others, and of quenching, -and -kil- | 

+ Jing weak beginnings, Well, barren Fige 
4 re! look to thy ſelf, (thou wilt not go 
it 


bHeaven thy ſelf,and them that would, . 


&Ihon hindereſt; ) Thou. muſt not always 

M Kamber the Ground, nor always hinder * 

i» Ithe Salvation of others :. Thou ſhalt be 

id Ic t-dowmn,. and anather ſhall be planted w 
"Wy r097:. . Re Le 

al FThiz3ly, The. Cimber-ground is # Sucker, 

 fhe draws away the Heart and Nouriſh” 
»& x - MEN 


6x The Barren #ig- tree, "| 
ment . from the. other Trees. Were the 
Cumber-ground cut down,the other would 
be more fruitful ; he draws away | 
farneſs of the ground. to himſelf, th 
would make-the other more hearty a Fi 
fruitful. One Sizner deftroyeth much gt PY 
Eccl:g.18. 

The Cumber-ground is a very Drom 
the Hive, that eats up the Honey. th 
ſhould feed the labouring Bee; he i$ 
Thief in the Candle, that walteth i 4 
Talow, but giveth no Light ; he is ti 

unſavory Salt, that is fit for nought hu 
the he Dani Look to it Barren Fin 


— 
— 
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Aid be anſwering, ſaid unto him La J 
it alone this Tear alſo, until J ſal a 
"about it, and dutag it ;, and if it b Ul 
Fruit, well ; and if not, then, afteril 
thou ſhalt cit it down, v. $, 9. 


— 


. [5 


" Heſe are the words of the'Dreſſet co 
4 the Vineyard, who, I told you ". 
Jeſus Chriſt.(for he made interceſligh 4 | 
the Tranſgreſſors,) And they coritall n uk 
Petition, preſented to an offendel'J | 
- Nice, praying that alittle more 'tim =) 
Patience Fight be exerciſed omarasy 
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effarren, cumber-ground Fig-tree. 
| Ein this Petition there are Six things 
pnſiderable : 
FFirf, That Juſtice might be deferred, 
Iihat Juſtice might be deferred. © Lord, 
« it alone, &c. a while longer, 
S Secondly, Here 1s time prefixed, as a 
ace to try if more means will care 4 
Myoren Fig-tree. Lord It it alone this Year 


{0K 7 iraly, The means-to- help-it, -are 
epropounded, w#til 7 ſhall dig about it, and 


' T4 
meg. Fourthly, Here is alſo an-inlinuationof 
ÞSuppolition, that by thus doing,God's 
»Jepettation may -be anſwered, And. if it 
er Fruit, well. 
| af FFifebly, Here is a Suppoſition that the 
veanwirren Fig-tree:may yet-:abide: barren, © 
ien Chriſt hath done what he will unto... 
oe , and if it-bear Fruit; &C. 
14 Sixthly, Here isat laſt a Reſolution, that 
| thou \continue- barren, hewing Days 
t come wpon thee. And if it. bear-Frnir, 
y* And if nor, then after that 'thow frat 
b 2 down, | 
*But'to proceed according to my for- 
pony | by WP" of —_ 


Lord, ©. 
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Lard, br i done this Tear wie 


Here is aſtoniſhing Grace indeed,aſty 
niſhing Grace ! I ſay,-that the Lord ol 
ſus ſhould concern himſelf with a bang 
Fip-tree ; that He ſhould ſtep in to ſtop} 
the blow from a barren Fig-tree, Trax 
He ſtopt the blow but for a time :. Bu 
why did he ſtop it at all? Why did nal 
he fetchout the Ax > Why did he not 
Execution ? Why did not he ct it downtifi 
Barren Fig-tree ! *tis well for thee thai 
there is a Jeſus at God's right Hand, 
Jeſus of that largeneſs of bowels, 4 
have compaſſion for a barren Fig-tree, «ſe 


. - Juſtice had never let thee alone to cull 


ber the Ground as thou haſt done, Wie 
Tjracl alſo had finned againſt Corp " 

they had gone, But that Moſes ſtood ini 
breach, Exod, 32. 10. Let me alone,, 1a 
God to him,cbat 1 may conſume them il 
: n0ment,, "and. I will. make of thee; a grii 
Nation, Barren Fip-tree,doſt thou henna 
Thou knoweſt:not how oft the hater 
Divine Juſtice hath been up to-itril 
and how: many years ſince thou nan 
been cxt down, had not Jeſiis caught Do. 
_ of his Fathers Ax. Let me alone, KF. 


TY 
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x fetch my blow, or cut it down, w 
Janbereth it the ground? Wilt thou not 
- Far yet, Barren Fig-tree ? Wit thou 
teovoke {till! Thou haſt wearied Mey, 
1 ld provoked the Juſtice of God; ; And 
| zþ & thous | weary my God alſo? Ifa.7. : 3. 
of * \Lord, let it alone this Year.) 
not Lord, a little longer, let's not loſe # 
l-for want of means ; ; T will try, 
mail ſee if I can make it fruitful, 7 will 
hats beg 4 log Life,nor that might ſtill 
FH barren,and ſo provoke thee, I beg for - 
eſake of the Soul, the immortal Soul, 
I ſpare it one year only, ont year lon- 
| þ, this year alſo ; if Ido any Good to 
e , it will be in little time, Thow ſhalt. 
WW be over-wearied with waiting, one one © 
niger, and then, | 
Barren Fig-tret, Doft thou hear what: 
Iving there is between the Vine-dreſſer. 
la Hieshand-man for thy Life. Cut 
pn, ſays one ; Lord, ſpare is, ſaith ' 
Fother : * Ti. 4 cumber-ground, ſaith - 
Father. ; de year1onger prays! "this | 
ra it 4loth this {a1 atfo. | 
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Until I ſhall dig about it and dung it. bp 
The Lord Feſus by theſe words ſap. þ 
poſeth rwo things, as Cauſes of the want: 
of Fruit in a barren Fig-tree, and two. 
things he ſuppoſeth as a Remedy. 4 
' The things that are a cauſe of want | 
ofiruth, are, -' 
« *Ths Earth-boukd, Lord, the rig-Þ 
as is Earth-bound, 
2. Awant of warmer means, of faner; b 
IKEANS. | 
Wherefore accordingly he propoupl 


eth ; 
F irſt, To looſen the Eartho dig abort it 
| Secondl y, And then to ſupply it wht bis 
Dang ; to dig about it , and dung, it. is 
Lord, tet it alone this year alſo, until Ll; 
ſhall dig. about it. I doubt it is too fanch |; 
ground-bound, The love of this Warld, h, 
and the. deceitfulneſs of Riches, ( tate, 
I4,) lic too cleſe to the Roots of the: 
Heart of this Profeiſor. . The loye of; þ 
Riches , the Love. of, Honours, Bt 
Love of Pleaſures, a e the Thorns. that, if 
Choak the Word; 1 Joh. 218,16. 
ll that is in the Wor " the Lu of the | 
=; eſs, th Luſts of the ye andre rk fo 
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f Life, are not of the Father , but en- 
ty to God ,) how then ( where theſe 
ings bind ap the Heart) can there be 
-1 git broughtforth to God? Barren Fige 
, ſee how the Lord Feſus, by theſs 
ry words, ſnggeſteth the cauſe of thy 
Froitleſneſs of Soul, The things of this 
t World he 100 cloſe ro thy Heart; the Earth 
qvith its things have bound up thy Roots. 
&- how art #1: Earth-bound Soul, thou art 
4 prope up in thick Clay, If any 1 man love 
er World, the Love of the Father is not in 
: How then can he be fruitful in the 
yu ineyard ? This kept Judi from the 
, mait-of caring for the poor, Foh.1 2.6. 
(bis kept Demas from the Fruit of Self- 
Id), 2 Tim. 4.10. And this kept Anas 
« $is and Saphira- his Wife, from the” 
+. poodly Fruit of Sincerity and Truth, 
1s 5: 5,10, What ſhall I fay, Theſe are 
I «nd burtful Luſts, which drown men 
Deftruttion and Perdition:, for the love 
wn} / #3 the root of all Evil, 1 Tim;6. 
vy þ110. ow then can good Fruit grow 
on-\nch a Root, the Root of all E- 
4 Which while "ſome rovet after , they 
pare erred from the Faith , and pierced 
* fomſelves through with many Sorrows. It 
y evil Root, nay, it is the Root < 
1 D- 2 


163 The Barren Fig-tree. : *\Þ 
all Evil : how thencan the Profeſſor that. 
hath ſuch a Root, or a Root wr apdup. 


$ in ſuch earthly things,as the Luſts, and 
Pleaſures, And Vanities of. this World, | 


t 


bring: forth Fruit to God { 
_ Until I ſhall Tdig ] about 1t.] 


i 
Þ 
Lotd, I wyl looſe his Roots, I wil. | 
dig up this Earth, T will lay his Roots Þ 
bare ;-my Hand ſhall be upon him by 
Sickneſs, by Diſappointments, .by cr 
Providences ; I will dig about him vatilÞ 
he ſtands ſhaking and tottering,uotil beg 
be ready to fall ; then, if ' ever, he w 
ſeek to take faſter hold. Thus, 1 at 
deals the Lord Jeſus oft-times with ic 
barren Profeſſor 5 be diggeth about bim, 
-.- he ſmiteth oze blow at his Heart,another b 
blow at hisLuſts;athird at his Pleaſung. | 
a fourth at his Comforts, «nother at,hit 
Self-conceitedneſs ; thus he diggeth.ad; 
bout him: This is the way to take bt 
Earth from his Roots, and to looſentis{ 

- Roots from the Earth, Barren Fig), 

# ſee here the Care, the Love, the Labout ; 
and Way, which the Lord Jeſus, the 
Dreſſer of the Vineyard, is fain toraks |© & 
with thee, if happily chou mayelt be 

' made fruitful. . Un}. 


# o 
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70 The Barren. Fig-tree. 
of di7ging ; Lord, let jt alone this yea 
alſo, until I ſhall dig about it, and ding uh 


And if it bear Fruit, well.  * 
And it the Fruit of all my Labour dat 
make this Fig-tree fruitfu], I ſhall cou 
my Time, my Labour and Means wel 
beſtowed upon it ; And thou alſo, 
my Gea, ſhall be therewith much 4 
lighted : For thou art gracious, and-mai 
cijul, and repenteſt thee of the Evil wh 
thou threatneſt to bring upon a People, > 
Theſe words therefore inform us,thal” 
if a barren Fig-tree, a barren Profeſſor? 


{hail now at laſt bring forth Fruit WF 
'Nad. it ſhall «on well with that tw 


an ng >& $0006 5&1 was v1.05 waaas & LE 
Feflor, it ſhall go well with: that pou 
Soul. His former  Barrenneſs, his for 
mer tempting of God , his abuſe af 
God'sPatience, and long-ſuffering z wp, 
miſpending Year after Year, ſhall now 
be all forgiven him. Yea, God the FaÞp, 
ther,andonr Lord Jeſus Chriſt willnoF, 
paſs by, -and forget all, and ſay, Wap 
done, at the laſt, © YVhen I ſay to Up 
wicked, O- wicked Man, thou ſhalt ſur 
die; if he then do that which is lawn 
and right, if he walks in the Statutes Oy 
Life, without committing Iniquity | ba 4 
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fall ſurely live, be ſhall zot die, Ezck. 
$6343» 
F Barren Fig-tree, Doft thou hear { the 
Flr is laid to thy Roots, the Lord Jeſus 
1 irays God to ſpare thee ; Hath he beer 
if ing about thee > Hath he been dung+ 
ans of thee? O barren Fig-tree , now, 
z, ($198 art come to the Point; if thow 
4ſhalt now become good, if thou fhalt 
after a gracious manner ſuck in. the Go= 
4hel-dung,and if thou ſhalt bring forth 
FFruit unto God, well ; but if not, the 
helbFire 3s tho laſt. Fruit,or the Fire ; Fruit, 
Te bor the Fire, Barren Fig-tree, If it bear 


s 


4 er mt, well. 


w__ 


*F 41d if not, then after that thou ſhal 


Eut it down, 


* And if not, &c. The Lord Jeſus by 
this, 7f, giveth us to underftand, that 
|.there is -a Generation of Profeſſors in 
'*© the world, that are incurable, that wilt 
mot, that camnot repent, nor. be profited 
+Þ by the means of Grace: A Generation, 
£1 ſay, that will retain a Profſeſlion, but 
will not bring forth Fruit: A Generation 
MF that will wear out the Patience of God, 
| Time and Tide, Threathings and Ine - 
- D 4 terceſlions , 


72 The Barren Figtree., 
| terceſſions, Judgments and Mercies, Ay 
after all will be unfruitful. 

O the deſperate wickedneſs thati is 
* thy Heart ! Barren Profeſſor, Dot the 
hear, the Lord Jeſus ſtands yer in 
about thee! There is an [ if |] Rands 
in the way. I ſay, the Lord Jeſus ſtand 
yet in doubt about thee, whether ory 
at laſt thou wilt be good ; whetherh 
may not Tabour in vain ; " whether i 
digging and dunging will come to mon 
than loſt labour, 7 gave ber pt 6% 
pent, and ſhe repented not, Rev.2,21, 
digged about ir, 1 dunged it; I gain 
Time,and ſupplied it with means; by 
1 labopred hereinn vain, and ſpent m 
"ſtrength for nought and in vain. "Dy 
thou hear, Barren Fig-tree ! There is yell 
A Queſtion, Whether "twill be well with 
Soul at ft + ? | 


And if net, then after that thou Jul 
it down, I i | 


- . There Is nothing more exaſperating 

' to the Mind of a Man, than to findal 
his kindneſs and favour ſliglited : Nei- 
ther is the Lord Jeſus ſo provoked witlfa 
any thing, as when Sinners abuſe b 


Means 
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eans of Grace,:if it be barren and 
Fritlefs under my Goſpel;;-if it turn 
y Grace into-wantonneſs 3| If after 
th ol pging, and dunging, and waiting, it 
wer remain onfruitful, I will let thee 
s yell it down. 
ane Golpel- means applied, is the {aſt Re- 
r vewedy for a barren Profeſlor; ;z If the Go- 
rel. if the Grace of the Goſpel will 
"0 t do, there can be nothing expected, 
nongat' ct it down. Then efrer that thok ſhals 
0 16 it down. 
F 0 Jeruſalem, Jerafalem; thor tha kil- 
the Prophets, and Stoneſt them that are 
t unto thee, how often would I bave ga- ' 
red thy Children together, as an Hen ga- 
wreth ber Chickgns under ber Wings, and 
"pram not ?* Therefore your: Houſes, are 
you deſolate, Matth. 23-37, 38. , 
wu It Gates 'be, but that this Lord Je- 
Jbszwho at firſt did put a ſtopsto the ex- 
wfecation of his Fathers Juſtice, becauſe 
-Pedefired to'try. more Means with the 
Z Us ee: I 'ſay;'it cannot be, but that- 
Ih Heartiſo full of Compaſſioff, 4+ biue's, 
: Hhould be touched, :to. behold this Pro- 
ſor muſt” vow. be cut down ;, Lake rg. *, 
41, 42: And when he was come next be be- ' 


#(d the City, and wept over it Jag, If 
I D 5 ths 


. : thou badft wrge + even png at: ef 

this thy. day the things that belang, 9 

Peace, but now they are hid fem 
Eyes. , 


After that, thou Fg cat it os 1} 


| * 
VVhenChrit giveth thee over, the re 
. n0 Interceſſor, zo Mediator, no more 
crifice for Sin : all is gone but Judgm 
but the Ax, but certain fearful luis 
for of Fudgment , and fiery. Indignansi 
+ .\ which ſhall dew the. Adverſaries, 6 4 
20a 26,27,287% 7. 25 
Barren Fig-tree, take' heed that if 
comelſt not to theſe iaft words, for ns 
words are a give-up, . a calt-up,.a 
- uP of a:caſt-away z. after. that thou 
cxt-1t down, They. are as: _ $1 
- Ebriſt had ſaid, Facher,-1 | J | 
wore time for this 'barren Px 44 
begged until I ſhould &g Fry", | 
dnng it : But now, Father, the-#k 
ont, the Year. is: .ended, -the Sum 
| exided, and no: good; dane. . I: havea 
tried with my. means, with the Gof 
have digged-about it ; I have -laid 4 
the fat and hearty dung” of _ olpepe 
Taltz but. all comes to nothing. m aw 
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liver, up this Profeſſor to thee again, 
have done, I have done all, I have done 
ring, and endeavouring;/ will hold the 

&d of thine Ax No longer : Take him 
ito the Hands of Juſtice, do Juſtice, do 
the Law, 7 will never beg for him mote. 
rh L ter that thox ſhalt cut it down: Wo uns 
«em when I depart from them, Hoſ. g.12. 
«dow is this Profeſſor left nakgd indeed, - 
add to God, naked to Satan,zicked to Sing 
18d to the Law, naked to Death, naked” 
Rt 47% naked. to' Judgment, -and naked 
306 the Gri pes of agilty Conſcience, ah 
Þ the torment of that Worm that neyer 
es, and to that Fire that never ſhall be- 
waoenched, Heb, 12.25. See that ye refuſe 
| bim that ſpeaketh ; for if they WS 
who refuſed bim that ſpakt To Earth, 
wh more ſhall not we Wl a; we 'purm 
ks him that ſpeaketh from Heaven, 
| rom this . brief paſs through this Pa- 
» you. haye theſe rwo general Ob» 
ws IONS 3, _. 
F et , That eyen then when the Juſtice - 
od cries out, 1 carmot endure to wait 
F this barren Profe «ſor any longer : Then 
ſos Chriſt intercedes for a little more 
ati - toe and a lzrtle more ſtriving with: 
as Profeſſor, if pollible DE MAY mts | 


+ 


him a fruitful Profeſir Lord, kein i | 
this year alſo, until T ſhall dig = 
anng it, and if it bear Fruit, well, & 
-& Secondly, There are ſome Profel 
whoſe Day of Grace will end with/a 
. #t down, with Judgment z when Chr 
-by his means, hath been uſed for th ] 
Salvation. 
The Firſt of theſe Obſervations 
/ _ .* paſs, and not meddle at all therewid 
© . *, But ſhall briefly ſpeak to the Secona, We 
; Wit,.....” - = 7 
That there are ſome Profeſſors, wii 
"Da of Grace will end with, cut it doit 
.. with Fudsment, when Chriſt by his m 
bs been uſed for their Salvation. 
his the Apoſtle ſheweth in that 
' Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Hebrai 
where he tells us, that the Peopleoft 
Jews, after- 2 forty years Patience, 
endeavour to do 'em good by theft 
appointed for that purpoſe, thel 
was to be cxt down,or excluded the i 4 
of Promiſe, for their final incredulit | 
So we ſee they could not enter in, bes Fi A 
Unbelief. Wherefore faith he , Mi 
g7 reved with that generation, and ea 
a? always err in thejr Hearts, | 


bave- rot need my ways ; $0 1 nar 
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Wrath, ſhall not enter into my Reft. 
who Non d ſay, I would they ſhould 
re Shave entred in, and for that purpoſe I 

0 ne them out of Egypr, led them 
through the Sea, and taught themin the 
In Wilderneſs,but: they did not anſwer my - } 
h@&Work nor Deſigns in that matter : 
- pecetore, they ſhall not, I ſware they - 
hall nor 3. 7 ſwore in my Wrath they ſhowld 
uthnee exter into my Reſt : Here Is cutting; 

Wown with Judgment. So again, Chap. 
4 4 he faith; As I have ſworn Were 
if th ſhall enter into my Reſt, altho 
orks were finiſhed from the Founi 
nes bs of the World, Heb, 4. 2,3, 4. This 
We | Ford [if] is the ſame with- [they ſhall 
not] in-the —__ before. And where 
e faith, Although the Works were 26a 4 
fre the Found ion of the World, 
piveth us to underſtand, that what Go 
parations ſoever are made for the Sal- 
"ration of Sinners, and of how long con- 
q 5} iphance ſoever they are, yet the.God- 

Ftempting,God-provoking, and fruitleſs, 

Wrofeſſor is like to go without a ſhare 
4 þ therein ; although the Works were finiſh d 
from the Foundation of the World, Jude 

Fs, 6. 1 will therefore Wt you itt. TEmem- 
t MP bravce, though ye once kyem th, pts 


' q” 
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the Lord having ſaved the People 
. #he Land of Egypt, afterwards defty, 
them that believed not, And the An gd 
that kept not their firſt Eft ate, but left 
ewn Habitation, he hath reſerved in | e 4 
laſting Chains under Darkneſs , utto 
Fudemen of the great Day. Here 
- Inſtance to purpoſe, an Inſtance of M 
..and Angels: Men ſaved out of the an 
of Egype, and in their Journey towar( 
Canaan, the Type of Heaven, La 
down] Angels created and pla 
' the Heavens in great Eſtate and Prin , 
pality ; yet both theſe, becauſe unf g 
ful to God in their places, were cut dom 
the Men deſtroyed by God, (for {of 
the Text) and the Angels reſerys 
everlaſting Chains under Dariach 
the Tudgment of the great Day, 1 
Now, in my handling of this Point 
ſhall diſcourſe of the cutting down,ors 
| Judgment here denounced, as it reſpes 
eth the: doing of it by God's Hand..iy 
mediately,and that too, with reſpe&t 
his caſting them out of the Worldz,.4 
not as..it reſpeteth an AR of # | 
Church, &c. And as to- this cutra [ 
. down, or Judgment, it mult ec 


cluded, that it cavner be before.th the Bog Y9 
14h 
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AECrace be paſt with the Fig-tree, But ac- 
cording to the Obſervation, There: be 
eſome Profeſſors whoſe Day of Grace will 
ad, with cut it down ; and according to 
nVSthe words of the Text, Then [after that] 
libos ſhalt cut it down. After that, that-is,, 
Waiter all my Attempts and Endeayours 
ot make it fruitful,-after I have left it, 
Weiven it over, done with it, and have 
ſolved to beftow no more Days, of 
ECrace , Opportunities of Grace, and 
"Means of Grace upon it; then, «fier 
*S:, thou ſhalr cut it down. 
wa Beſides, the giving xp of the Fig-tree, 
before the Execution. Execution is 
jot always prefently upon the Sentence 
WWiven ; for after that a convenient Time 
AW thought on, and then is cutting down : 
F4nd ſo it is here inthe Text. The De- 
tree, that he ſhall periſh, is gathered 
From its continuing fruittels quite 
Mbrovgh the laſt Year, from. its conti- 
*Fming fruitleſs at the end of all Endea- 
*Fours : But cxtring down is not yet; for 
hat comes with an after-word ; Ther 
Efter that thou ſhalt cut it down. 
WF $50 then, that I may orderly proceed 
ith the Obſervation, I myſt lay down 
Inecle two Propoſitions. + + <----- 
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\ Prop. b; That the Day of Grace" 
wich Jome Men before God takes” 
out of this World. And, 

Prop. 2. The Death, or cutting d 
of ſuch Men, will be dreadful. Fort l 4 
cut it down, when it is underſtood ing 

largeſt ſenſe, (as here indeed it ought 
At ſheweth, not only the Wrath of Gai 
againſt a Man's Life in this World,! 
his Wrath againſt him Body and Soul 
And is as much as to ſay, cut bay ﬀ 
from all the Priviledges and Benel 
that come by Grace, both in chisWor 
- and that which is to come. o- /, 

Bat to proceed, The Day of Grate: ar 
with fome Men, before God taketh them! a l 
of this World. 

- ſhall give you ſome Inſtances of th p 

and ſo goon to the laſt Propoſition.” 

 Fir$t, | ſhall inſtance, Cain; C aww wal 
A Profeſlor, (Gen. 4, 3; ) a Sacrilicety 
Worſhiper 'of God: ; yea, the firſt Wa 
ſhiper that we read of after the Fall 
but his Grapes were wild ones, Gem n ij 
$28, bis Works were evil, he did not Wn 
what he did, from-true Goſpel-motin 
therefore God diſallowed his Work: 
this hiSCountenance falls: Wherefore 
envies his Brother, difputes him, t 


a 


ends opportunity and killshim. Now in 
heat day that he did this Act, were. the 
"WMevens cloſed up againſt him,and thar 
bgoſclf did ſmartingly & fearfully feel, 
* then God made Inquiſition for the 
ntWood of Abe! ; And now curſed ( ſaid 
ohi80d) ſhalt thou be from the Earth, which 
Golih opened her Month to receive thy Bro- 
\bass Blood from thy Hand, &c. Gen, 4. 
5008, 11, 12, 13, 14. And Cain ſaid, My 
- #ſbrent is greater than I can bear, Mine 
hiquity is greater than that it may be for- 
wiever. Behold, thou haſt driven me out this + 
Wy from the Face of the Earth, and from 
 endiiy Face ſhall 1 be bid, Now thou art. 
amiricd, faith Cod. Thou haſt driven 
We ont this Day, faith Ca, and from 
uy Face ſhall I be id;I ſhall never more 
1 Fave hope in thee, Snule from thee, 
wor expect Mercy at thy Hand, Thus 
r, Werefore, Cairns Day of Grace ended, 
Vargd the Heavens,with God*s own Heart, 
alMere ſhut up againſt him ;- 'yer after 
mus, he lived long, Gen, 4. 10. Cutting 
t Uo was not come yet z after this he li- 
yeeed to marry a Wife, ver/. 17. to beget 
©: Mcurſed Brood, to build a City, ( and 
e at elſe I know not) all which could 
At be quickly done : Wherefore Cain 
| might 


jy 


might live ofier the Day of Grice 
palt with him, ſeveral hundred of yez 
Secondly, | ſhall inſtance Iſhmael. 

17, 25,26. Iſhmael was a Profeſlor, 
brought up in Abrabar's Family, 4 
was circumciſed at thirteen years of At 
Gen.16. 12, But he was the Son of i 
Bond-woman,he brought not forth gal 
Fruit, he was a wild Profeſſor : For all 
Religion, be would ſcoff at thoſe? 
were better than himſelf, dab 
a day his Brother 1/aac was weaned 

© which time his Father made a Feaſt 
rejoiced before the Lord, for that he 6 
given him the promiſed Son [4 
Iſhmael mocked them, their Son,an 


Th. 54 me the Cris 1 
ay «vj» Ti:izha & £1. wwaaor vw 


God upon Sarah, and ſhe cried, 
o#t,caft out this Bond-woman and bers 
for the Son of this Bond-woman ſhall-ul 
Heir with my 'Son, with Iſaac, Geng 
9, 10,.11, Now Paul to the Galail 
(Chap..4. 29, 30,31.) makes this 
ing out to be, not only a caſting of uy, 
ly "ar s Family, br a caſting out 
fo from « Lot with the Saints in 
Alſo, Moſes. giveth us a notable. Þt 

- thereof, in; ſaying, that: when he Ut, 
be was gathered 0 bis People, Gen, 25+th 
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ce wks People by his Mother's fide, for he 
 Yealas reckoned from her, the Son of He- 
Wer, the Son of rhe Bond-woman, -Now 
ec came of the Egyprians, Gen, 21, 9. 
that he was gathered- when he died, 
Wwicthſtanding his Profeſſion, to- the 
Wace that Pharavb and his Hoſt were 
>thered to, who were drowned in the 
See; theſe were his People, and he _ 
Ws of them, both by Nature and Diſ- 
ſton, by perſecuting as they Uid. 
ttinow, When did the Day of Grase 
with this an ? Obſerve, -and I will 
7. you : Iſhmael was thirteen years old 
en he was circumciſed ; and then was 
aha ninety vears Old and mine, Gen. - 


- «af ALA ave wear l 
Þ 24, ZYF4 2. 211% way yoo T\ace 


s born, So that ſhbmac! was now 
"wreen Years of Age. Now when //aus 
Fs weaned, ( ſuppoſe he ſuck'd four 
Mears.) by that account , The Day of 

ee muft be ended with Iſhmael; by that 
be was eighteen years old, Gen. 25. 
*Þ, &c, For that day he mocked, that 
"Wy it was ſaid, Caſt him ont ;, and of 
Wat caſting out , the Apoſtle- makes. 
1W0at I have ſaid, Beware ye young 
ren Profeſſors. Now Iſhmael lived 

bundred 4nd.njneteen.years after this, 
Wm 
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in great tranquility and honour "wiſh 
Men: After this he alſo begat tmy 
Princes,even after his Day of or 
paſt. 

Thirdly, I ſhall inftance Eſas, Gent 
2.7, &c, Efar a'ſo was a Profeſſor, 
was born pnto 1/aac,a2nd circumciſed 
cording to he cuſtom : Bnt Eſau wal, 
'Eameſom Profeſſor, an Huntſman. Mi 
'of the Field ; alſo he was wedded to 
- Luſts, which he did 4lfo venture to 

| rather than the Birrh-right.. Welk 
on a day, when hz came from hut tl 
and was faint, he fo!d his Birth-ri 
to Facob his Brother. Now the Bir 


right, in thoſe lays, had the F on 
and Blcſfins aniicxed to it. Yeah 
were :{d entailed in this, that the. 
could nor. go without the other, whey 
fore the Apoltle's Cantion Is here | 
weight; Hcb. 12. 16, 17, Take wits 


{ there be among you a Fort 


if 


faith ” left 
. Cator; Or profane Ferjon as Elau, wht 
one morſel of Meat: ſold his Birth 4 
for ye know how that afterwards, yo 
would have inherited the Bleſſing, ht 1 
rejetted ; for he found no place w = 
farice, though he ſougbt it carefully s 
Tears. Now the ending of Eſas's U8 


t 
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race is to. be reckoned from: his ſel- 
* his Birth-right : For there the 
iſtle points it, leſt there be among 
ins that like Eſa, ſells his Birth- 
; for then goes hence the Bleſling 


Þ: Ne Eſas ſold his Birth-right long be- 
& his Death, Twenty Years after this, 
w was with Labar, (Gen, 31.41. & 
6.) and when he rettrned home, his 
r Eſau met him,  . Further, after 
inben Facob dwelt again ſome time. 
MW bis Father, then Jacob and Eſa bu= 
him. I ſuppoſe ( Ger. 35 28, 29.) 
*Wight live above forty,yea for ought 
"above four/core years after.hehad | 
is Birth-right,and ſaconſequently 
ut himſelf out of the-grace of God.;' 
*Þircethings I would further potup X 
tdeſe three Profeſſors. 
Þ»/, Cain. an angry Profeſſor Jſbmael 
1g, 080, Ejax a luſtful: gamer. 
Jone : +T bree. Sympthies» af. 3: Daren; 5 
ſeſſor. For hethat. can beangry;and/. 
eo Ka mock, az;that canindulge his 
b ae bring forth Fruw: to God. !; 
: +The .Day-of Graceiended + 
et \Profefforsa thavcime when > 
we OT ſome grievous Sin z 
So Cain's | 


ws 


F% 
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Caiz's, when he killed his Brother; 
_ mael's, when he mocked at 1ſaac,&c.' ani 
Eſau, when out of loye to his Luſts, i 
- deſpiſed, and ſold his Birth-right, Bg 
ware, barren Profeſſor z Thou mayſt © 
that in half a quarter of an hour, from 
evil of which thou mayſt not be delivertd full 
ever and ever. ; + 
Thirdly, Yet theſe three , after the 
Day of Grace was over, lived better lin 
as'to'outward things, than ever th 
did before. Cain, after this, was Lol 
of a City, Gen, 4. 17- Iſhmael was af 
this; Father of twelve Princes, Gen; 3 
16. and Eſau after this,told his Broth 
I have enough, my Brother, keep "that 3 
baſs to thy ſelf, | Chap. 33,9. Eaſe,” it 
Peace, and a 'proſperous Life'in*6ul® 
wards, isno ſign of the Favour'of Gol 
to a barren and fruitleſs Profeſſor; Bulk 
rather of. his Wrath.that thereby he m 
becapable-to treaſure up- more Wrali 
againſt the day of Wrath,and revelation 
the righteous Fudgwment of God, | _-'* 
Let thus much ſerve for the proof 
day of ' Grace ends with fome' 7en\" befWiſ. 
God takgs them out of this World > IF 


3 111,0COT 
I. - 
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y then, to ſhew yon, by ſome 


F , how you may know that the day 


ce is ended, or near to ending 


þ the Barren Profeſſor; And after 


2 thou ſhalt cat it down. 


rf, He that hath ſtood it ont againſt 


h ; and that hath withſtood all thoſe 


s for Fruit, that God hath ufed for 
making of him ( if it might have 
Ja fruitful Tree in his Garden, he 
iis danger ; and this indeed is the 
of the Parable, The Fig-tree here 
ioned, was bleſſed with the appli- 
1 of means, had time allowed 'it to. 
ive the nouriſhment ; but it out- 
-withſtood, overſtood All, All 
Husbandman did, ' Ml thar the* 


i: rele did. 


p 
"2 "8. 4 


4 


uy 


' Sjgns of © batng RES 6 FACE, 


ta little diſtinly to oarticularize 
or five Particulars +* © * 
bf Sign. The Day of 'Grace is like ' 
paſt, when a Profeſſor bath with- 
I abnſed, and worn ont God'! Pati- * 
then he is in danger, this'is a Pro- | 


7H = then God cries, Cut' it dawn. 


* are ſome Men 'that-ſtea/" into ' - 
Profel- 
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Profeſſion,n0 body knows how ; even a 
Fig-tree was brought into the Viney 
by other hands than God?s;; and th 
they abide liveleſs, graceleſs,, ca ry 4 
and without any go0d Conſcience to God 
all. Perhaps they came in for the Loaye 
for a Trade, for Credit, for a in 
it may be to ſtifle and choak the Check 
and grinding Pangs of an awakened an 
diſquieted Conſcience, Now hayi 
obtain*d their purpoſe, like the Sinner 
S10n, they are at. eaſe, and ſecure; $4 
ing, like Agag, 1 Sam.15. 3% fy 
bitterneſs of Death is paſt : e 
ſhall be ſaved, and go to Here 
in theſe yain conceirs ir ſpenas a year 
or three ;, not remembring that, at 
Seaſon of Grace, and at eyery. oppc 
tunity of the Goſpel, the Lord- 
ſeeking Fruit. Well, Sinner, well-ba 
Fig-trce, this 18: but: a courſe begin of 
God comes for Fruit. What have I hen 
faith God ? What. a Fig-tree, 15 uM 
that hath. ſtood this year;in my Ving 
yard, and bronght. me, forth no Fry ut 
I will cty; unto "bim, Profeſſor 1; = 
Fig-tree,  d: fruitful ! I look, for Fel 
I expect. Fruit, 1 miſt, have kr 


therefore bezbink thy ſelf; At. theſes 
x "rok | 


vi 43 Þ 
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talfrofeſlor panſes ; but theſe are words, 
alas blows, therefore oft goes this Conſides 
etion from the Heart. When God 
efmes the next Year, he finds him till as 
he was, a barren, fruitleſs camber-ground. 
wild now again he complains, here are 
years gone, and wo Fruit appears 
ell, F will defer mine anger for my 
n{Name {ake, Iſa. 48. 9. I will defer mine 
hrer for my Praiſe, 1 will refrain from © 

we, that I cat thee not off (as yet.) will 

it, I will yet wait to be gracious. 

| this helps not, this hath nor the leaſt 
luence upon the barren Fig-tree, Tuſh, 

th he, here is zo Threatning : God # 

ciful,he will defer his anger, J/a.30» 

He waits to be gracious: 7 'am not 

afraid, O how ungodly Men, that 

a unawares crept into the Vineyard, 

do they turn the Grace of our God into 
wiouſneſs | Well, he' comes the third 

ar for Fruit, as he did before, but 

he finds but a barren Fig-tree; No 

nefiuit: now he cries out again, O thow 

wiſer of my Fineyard, come hither, 
cs 2 Fig-tree hath ſtood theſe three 

in my Vineyard,and hath at eyery 
riit#ion diſappointed my expettation,for 
th&ave looked for Fruit in vain; Cut #7 
E dow, 
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.down, my patience is worn'out,' 7 fi 
wait 08 this Fig-tree no longer," © 
2.And now he begins to ſhake the Fi 
tree with his threatnings; fetch ontth 
* Ax. Now the Ax is Death, Death then 
fore is called for : Death, come, fmil 
me this Fig-tree, And withal theLofl 
ſhakes this Sinner, and whirls him nponl 
Sick-bed:, ſaying, Take him Death i 
hath abuſed my Patience and Forba 
Tance, not remembring that- it ſhowl# 
have led him to Repentance, and toll 
Fruits thereof. Death, fetch - away i 
Fig-tre to the fire, fetch this barren Þ 
feſſor to Hell. At this, Death con 
with grim looks into the Chamber, 
and Hell follows with him to the B 
lide, and both ſtare this Profeſſor in! 
- Tace;yea, begin to lay hands upon hit 
oneſmiting him with pains in his Bod 
. with Head-ach, Heart-ach, - Back-ap 
Shortneſs of Breath, Fainting, Qualml® 
'Trembling of Joynts, Stopping at 
Cheſt, and almoſt all the SympromsUPi 
Man paſt all recovery.Now while Dea 
is thus tormenting the Body, Hell18 8p 
. Ing with the Mind and Conſcience, yp 
king them with its Pains, caſting pag 
"of Fire in thither, wounding with 1p 


— 
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msand fears of everlaſting damnati- 


k bn; the Spirit of . this poor Creature : 


id now he begins to bethink bimſelf, 


Ge 1d to cry to God for Mercy ;. Lord, | 


- 


8 


we me, Lord, ſpareme, Nay, ſaith God, | 
on have been a Provocation to mertheſe 
tree Years. How many times have you 


wlliſappointed me ? How many Seaſons 


ave you ſpent in vain ? How many 


xe rmons and other Mercies did I of m 


- 


7 


Ki 
n 


tience afford you? but to no purpoſe 
tall, Takg him Death, O gocd Lord, 
aith the Sinner, Spare me but t/is once ; 
laife we but. this once. Indecd' I have 
en a barren Profeſſor, and have ſtood 
dno purpoſe at all in thy Vineyard : 
fm ſpare! O ſpare this one time, 1 be- 
ech thee, and I will be better, Away, 


hit ah you will not. I have'tried you 


; 


ti 


01Þ 


0 


three years already,you are nought 


tI ſhould recover you again,you would: 
ihe as bad as you was before (and all 
Whis talk is while Death ſtands by.) The 


inner cries agaiti, Good Lord, try me 


js once, let. me get up again this onee, * 
hd ſee if Ido not, mend. But will you . 
romiſe me to mend? Yes indeed, Lord, 


" vow it too ; I will never be ſo bad 


il will be better. Well, faith God, 
E 2 Death 
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Death, let this Profeſſor alone for thi |; 5 
rime. 1 will try him a while longer, h 
hath promiſed, he.hath vowed that eÞ 

_ will amend his ways. It may be he will, 

'* mind to keep his Promiſes. Yows areÞ 
ſolemn things, it may be he may fear to 
break; his Vows : Ariſe from off thy Beds 
and now God lajies down his Ax, At this | 
the poor Creature is very thankful, 
praiſes God, and. fawns upon him,ſhew : 
25 if he did it heartily, and calls to 
others to thank him too. He therefore, 
riſeth as one would think, to be a newK. 
creature indeed, But by "that he ha 

- Put on his Clothes, is come down from, 

© his Bed, and ventured into the Yard,orÞ 
Shop, and there ſees bow all things: 

' gone to Sixes and Sevens, he begins 
have ſecond thoughts ; and ſays to high: 
folks, What bave you all been doing? 
How areall things out of order ? I ao 

I cannot tell what behind-hand ; one, 
may ſee if a Man be but alittle a to-ſide,þ, 
that you have neither Wiſdom, nor 
Prudence to order things : And now, it-þ 
ftead of ſecking to ſpend the reſt of his þ 
time to God, he dowbleth his Diligence af-p 
ter this World. Alas, all muſt not be loſt, 
we muſt have provider care : and thus 

quite} 
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bis quite forgetting the Sorrows of Death, 
*Ithe pains of Hell, the Promiſes and Vows 
*Ihich he made to God to be better: Be- 
he uſe Tudg ment was not (NOW) ſpeedily exe- 
All ked , therefore the Heart of this poor 
w reature is fully ſet in him to. do evil. 
1. - Theſe things proving ineffeCtual, God 
hates bold of his Ax again, ſends Death 
Oz Vie, toa Child, to his Cartel;” 
l four young Men bave 1 lain, andraken - 
wST: your Horſes, Amos 4. 9, 10.) will 
it hira, croſs him,diſappoint him,and 


3 
a 


"Fa bim down, 2nd wil! ſet my felt a- 
Winſt him, in all that be putteth his Hand. 
**:0.At this the poor barren Profeſſor cries 


** Wc 2gain, Lord, 1 have ſinned,(pare me 
Ince more,} beſeech thee. O take not a- 
y the deſire of mine Eyes, ſpare my © 
” Hhildren, bleſs me in my labours, and 1 
3 ill mend andbe berter, No, faith God, 
&Jou lied to me laſt time,[ will truſt you 
Mg ths no longer,and withal he tumbleth 
+ be VVife, the Child, the Eſtate, into a 
de Fave, : 
Ny And then returns to bis place, till this 
wi Iofeſſor more unfeignedly acknow- 
p deeth his Offence, Hof. 5. 14, 15. 
"]: At this the poor creature is allied 
lt, Inc diſtreſſed, rents his Cloaths,and be- 
wk > | E 3 : gins 


1 P 
1 + 
2 
| 
| 
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gins to call the breaking of his Promif F | 
and vows to mind,he mourns and prays, 
and like Abab, « while walks ſoftly, at eP 4 
remembrance of the juſtneſs of theF 
hand of God upon him. And now h A i 
renews his Promiſes, Lord, try me the; 
one time more, take off thy hand and ſee? 
They go far that never" turn. Well, b: ; 
ſpareth him again, ſets down his ty 
again : any times be did deliver ti g) 
bat they provoked them with their Con 
and were brought low for their Iniqui 
Pfal. 106. 4.3. Now they ſeem to be 
thankful again, andare as if they wers 'E 
reſolve& to be Godly- indeed. Nou 
they Read, they Pray, they go to Meet 
ings, and ſeem to be ſerious a-prefth 
while, but at laſt they forget. * The 
Enſts Orick them, ſuitable Temptation u5F,, 
preſent themſelves : wherefore they 
turn to their own crooked ways agalll 
Pl,78.34,36. When he ſlew them then the 
ſoup bt him, and returned early after Gol | 
never theleſs they did flatter him with thi 
mouth,and lyed unto him with thetr T! _— A Þ 
, = Yet again, The Lord will not leave 
this Profeſſor, but will take up his 4 
again, and will put him under a more 
heart-ſcarchingMiniſtry,a Miniſtry tf 


**S 


- 
4 
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+ Jhall ſearch him, and turn him over and; 
Src; 2 Miniſtry that ſhall meet -with. 
7 Sin, 2s Elijah met with Abab, in all his 
a, % of Wickedneſs (and Now the Ax is 
"Ib1d to the Roots of ..the Trees, ) Belides, 
| bis Miniſtry doth not only ſearch the: 
fart, but preſenteth the Sinner with 
| he golden Rays of the glorious Goſpels; 
low 3s Chriſt Feſus ſet forth evidently, 
"Wow is Grace diſplayed ſweetly z Now, 
- ow are the Promiſes broken like Boxes 
- ot. 0int-nent to the perfuming of 'the 
"Mphole room. But alas, there. is yet no- 
Fuit on this Fig-tree, While his Heart 
S& ſcarching, be wrangles; while the 
SW orious Grace of the-Gaſpel i is unvail- 
2s, this Profeſſor wags andis wanton, . 
Wzhers up ſome ſcraps thereof, Taſtes 
"Mhe good Word of God, and the Powers of 
be World to come, Jude 4.Drinketh in the 
Rain that comes oft upon him, Heb.6.3, 
8. But bringeth not forth Fruit- meet for 
bs tim, whoſe Goſjel it is; takes no heed to walk, 
wnthe Law of the Lord God of Iſrael with all 
I: Heart, 2 King. 10. 31, þut counteth ' 
febat the Glory of the Goſpel confiſteth 
$0 talk and (ew, and that onr Obedi- 
ws ence thereto, is a matter of Spremlation 5 
at Þ bat good Werks lie in good Woras, and. 
14 E.4. - 


= 
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if they can finely talk, they think they 


brautly pleaſe God. They think the 


Kingdom of God confiſteth only*inÞ 
Word, notin Power : and thus proveibÞ 


ineffeftual this Fowrth means alſo. 


5- VVell, Now the x begins to e 


heaved higher, for now indeed God | 


ready to {mite the Sinner, yet beforehuſ# 


will ſtrike the ſtroak, he will try on 


way more at the laſt, and if that miſaſ 
feth, down goes the Fig-tree. 'Now this 


" laſt way is totug and ſtrive with this Prod 
feffor 4 bis Spirit. VVherefore the Spia 


Tit of the Lard is now come to hims 


— 


But not always to firive'with Man, Gen 


6.8, yet a while he will ſtrive with him, 


' he will awaken, he will convinee,, he wills 


call to remembrance former Sins;forme 


Judgments,.the breach of former You 


and Promiſes, the miſpending . of 'for 


mer Days; he willalſo preſent perſw , | 
five Arguments, encouraging Promiſes Þ 


dreadful Judgments, the ſhortneſs 'ofÞ 


110 


time to repent in;and that there is hope 
if he come, Further, "he will ſhew 


him the certainty of -Death, and of theF" 


Judgment to come; 'yea, He will poll 


and ſtrive with this Sinner. But, b& 
hold, the miſchief now lics here, here! 
| is 


"y 


: . 
: 


I, 


IF | YL 
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| tvgging and ſtriving on both ſides. 
The Spiric convinces, the Mar turns a 
tka Ear to God; the Spirit ſaith, Re- 
vive my Inſtruction and live z but the 
SH pulls away his Shoulder ; the Spiri 
wws him whither he 'is going, but the 
hier cloſeth his Eyes againſt itzthe Spirit - 
netuicreth violence, the Man ſtrives and - 
ifSeliſts, They have done deſpite unto the Spj- 
hight of Grace, Heb, 10. 29. The Spirit ' 
Selicth a ſecond time, and urgeth Rea- 
Fſons of a new Nature ; But the Sinner 
Snſwereth, No,T] have loved ftrangers,and 
1 Wfter them will I. go, Amos 4.6, 8, 9, 10, 
Mt.At this God's Fury comes up into his 
ace, now he comes out of his holy: 
lace, and is terrible : now He ſweareth 
i bu Wrath, they fhall never enter into bis . 
Reſt, Ezek. 24.13. 1 exerciſed towards 
azHou my Patience, yet you have not tur- 
«Jed unto megfaith the Lord.I ſmote you 
fn your Perſon, in your. Relations, in 
Jour Eſtate, yet you have not re turned. 
quato me, faith the Lord. © A thy filths- 
6 $1eſe-is lewdneſ5,becauſe I have purged thee, 
136d thou waſt not purged ; thou ſhalt not 
"Jr purged from thy filthineſs any more, till 
« all my Fury to-reft upon thee. Cut it 


: 


« J%e7, why doth it cumber the ground ? 
a E's ; The 


: -— 
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The Second Sign, That ſuch a Profeſs 
for is almoſt (if not quite) paſt Gra 
is, When God hath given him over, or lets 
biz #lone,and ſuffers him to doany thing 
and that without controul,helpeth hin 
not either in Works of Holineſs, or in 
Straits and Difficulties. Ephraim 1s joy 
ed to 1aols, Tet him alone, Hof. 4. 17. Va 
be to them when 1 depart from them. 
laugh at theirCalamities,and will mock 
ther Fear cometh, Prov. 1. 24, 25,2 
27,20, 

Berren-Fig-tree, thou haſt heretofo 


 been'digged about and dunged, od C q 


Mattock hath' heretofore been at.tl 
roots, Goſpel-dung hath heretofore bee: 
applied to-thee ; thou haſt heretofore 


be- nſtrove with. -cotvinced; awakened} 


mae to'taſte and ſee, - and crie, O th of 


Bl:firaneſs! Thou haſt heretofore de 
met with under the Word; thy He 


hath melted, thy Spirit hath fallenzthy ” 
Soul hath trembled, and thon haſt felt 1 


ſomething of the Power of the Goſpel 
But thou haſt ſinned', thou haſt pr 
. voket the Eyes of his Glory, thy; It 
quity is found to be hateful, and now! 
peri 


b 
= 
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Sierbaps'God hath left thee, given thee 
rp, 414 lets thee alone. 
« & Heretofore thou waſt -tender, thy 
Wonſcience ſtartled at-the temptation : 
> Wickedneſs, for thou wert taken off 
mom the pollrtions of the World, through * 
ue krowledg of our Lord and Saviour Fee 
ws Chriſt,2Pet.2.20,21,22.but that very 
©: that once thou wert turned from, . 
gow thou lappeſt up, with the Dog in the - 
wroverb) again,and that yery Aire that 
gnce thou ſeemelt to lie waſhed from, 
Þ that very Mire thou now art tumbling ' 
rec. But to particularize, there are - 
Wee Signs of a Man's being given over: 
wt God. , | 
en&#'1. When he is let alone in Sinning, 
en the reins of his Lu#ts are looſed,and he 
{Siren up to them. And even as they did 
Hef! Like to 1.c14in God in their knowledg, God: 
nave them over to 4 reprobate mind , t0 
r6Þ thoſe things which are not convenient  . © 
Fig filled with all anrighteouſneſs , Rom. 
161" 28, 29, Seeſt thou a- Man- that 
ſeretofore had the knowledg of God, . 
d that. had ſome awe of Majeſty upon. 
Pim; I ſay, ſeeſt thou ſuch an one,/por- 
willine himſelf in his own Decervmgs, ROM. 


FP, 30, 31, turning. the Grace of 2 


wv! 
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| God intoLaſciviouſneſs ,-and walkingþ 
after his own ungodly Luſts ; his Judge 
ment now of a long time lingereth 'not;Þ 
end his Damnation ſlumberecth not, 2 Pet. 
13. Doſt thou hear, barren Profeſſor? Þ. 
is aſtoniſhing to ſee, how thoſe that 
once femed Sons of rhe Morning, *andÞ; 
were making Preparations for Erernalh 
Life, now at laſt, for the rottenneſs of 
, Their Hearts, by the juſt Judgment-ofF 

-God,to be permitted, being palt feeling 
rogive themſelves over unto Laſcivioukit 
_ neis, 10 work all uncleanneſs with groan 
eſs, Eph.,4.18,19. A great number of 
 fach were in the þrf}# Goſpel-days ; wli 
gainſt whom Peter, and Jude, andJols 
pronounceth the heavy Judgment 
God, Peter and Fude couple them wit 
the fallen Angels, 2 Pet.2,3,4,5,6,7- andy 
Fohn forbids, that Prayer be made org 
them, becauſe - that is happened untog# 
them, that hath happened to the Angellgii 
that fell, F=de 5,6,7, 8.Who for for/akyÞ 
their firlt State, and for leaving their ons|th 
Habitation, are reſerved in Chains undet|l 
everlaſting Darkytſs, unto the Judgment (FO! 
the great Day, Barren Fig-tree, dolt thowyt: 
| hear? T 
Firſt, Theſe are beyond all Merey.c | 

8 Secondly; 
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ng Secondly, Theſe are beyond all Pro- 


J 


h A ' Thirdly, Theſe are beyond all hopes 


.2Is Repentance, TR TEE 
ItÞFoxrtbly, Theſe have no Interceffor, 
tor any more ſhare in a Sacrifice for fin, 
[Fifthly,For theſe there remains nothing 
alShot- a fearful looking for of Judgment. 
of $;xthly, Wherefore theſe are the rrue 
.ofFfugitives and Vagabonds, -that being, 
>fefr of God, of Chriſt, of Grace,and of 
ite Promiſe, and being beyond all hope, 
zlwander and ſtraggle to and fro, even 
fs the Devil, their Aſſociate, until their 
FRime ſhall come to die, or until they de- 
oeFend into Battel and periſh, + 


IF 2. Wherefore they are let alone in 
adFhearing, If theſe at any time come un- 
der the Word, there is for them mo God, 

od" favour of the means of Grace, ns 

xelIſtirrings of Heart,no pity for themſelves, 
wi” love to their own Salvation. Ler 

{them look-on this-hand'or that, there 

der{they ſee ſuch effefts of the Word in 


:efothers, as produceth Signs, of Repen- -- > 


zonftance, and Love to God and his Chriſt, 
Theſe men only have their backs bowed down 
,-{«pay, Rom. 11. 16. Theſe Men only 


/ 
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have the ſpirit of flumber ; eyes that they 
ſhould not ſee, and ears that the -y ſhould not; 
hear to this very day, Eccl.8,10. Where 
fore as they go to the place of theHoljs Þ 
So they come from the place of the Holy, 
and ſoon are forgotten in the places - wherph 
they ſo did. Only they reap this Dam-F. 
maze, They treaſure up Wrath againſt thelly 
day of Wrath, azd revelation of the righa 
teous Fudg ment of God, Rom, .2, 3,4, pA 
Look to it, barren Profeſſor, © 7: 

3...1f he be viſited after the commons 
way of Mankind, either with Sickneſs, 
Diſtreſs, or any kind of Calamity, ſtill 
no God appeateth,no ſanctifying Handy | 
of God, no ſpecial Mercy is mixed witt 
the Affliction. But he falls ſick, andy 
grows well, like the Beaſt ; or is under 
diſtreſs, as Saul, who when he was en-"F]M1 
gaged by the Philifines, was forſaken" Jv: 
and left of God, 1 Sam. 28,4,5,6. A i 
the Philiſtins gathered themſebves together,” 
and came and pitched in Shunem; andSaul' 
gathered all Iſrael rogerher,and they pitched® [ſe 
at Gilboa : * And when Saul ſaw the Hiſt 
of the Philiſtins, be was afraid, and'bis 
Heart great ly trembled,” "Hd when Sal: (qu 
enquired" of- 4 Lord,the Loyd anſwered bim\8t 


no more, neither by Dream, nor by Urim* jo 
nor-þ- 


* 
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veyir by Prophets. The Lord anſwered him 
*Smore, He had done with him; caſt 
Wm off, and rejected him, and left him 
TIpitand and fall with his Sins by. him- 
Af. But of this more in the Concluſtor, 
7#Ferefore I here forbear. - 
$-4 Theſe Men may go whither they 
ei, do what they will; they may range: 
Fom Opinion to Opinion, from Notion 
»Þ Notion, from Sc& to Sef,; but are 
Wedtaſt no where, they are left to their 
wn Uncertainties; they have not Grace 
0 cftabliſh their Hearts, and-though 
[l:IÞme of them have boaſted themſelves of 
Adis Liberty, yet Jude calls them wander- 
fag Stars,to whom is reſerved the blackneſs 
Wo darkneſs for ever, Jude 13. They are 
Fit, as I told you before, to be Fugi- 
Fives and Vagabonds in the Earth, to 
1'JFander every where, but to abide no 
"here, until they ſhall defeend ro their 
; $w» place, (Afts 1. 5.) with Cain and Ju- 
| % Men of the ſame fate with them-: 
ves, ' | | ; 


A Third S;on that ſuch a\'Profeſſor is 
{{vite paſt Grace, is, When his Heart is 
*j8own ſo hard,ſo ſtony and umpenetra- 
* 4%, that nothing will pierce it, Rav 
| EP | ig= 
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Fig-tree, doſt thow conſider * A hard and 
impenitent Heart is the Curſe of Gad 

A Heart that cannot repent, - is infteq 
of all Plaguesat once: And hence it 
that God ſaid of Pharaob, Exod. 9, 14 
when he ſpake of delivering him up1 
the greatneſs of his Anger, 7 will at thi 
time, ſaith he, ſend al my Plagues npontifh 
Fleart, | -S 

To ſome Men that have grievoull 

ſinned under a Profeſſion of the Goſpe 
God giveth this Token of his Diſple! 
ſure, they-are denied the.Power of -R 
pentance, their Heart is bound, th 
cannot repent: It is impoſſible thatthe 
ſhould ever repent, ſhould they. liye 
thouſand Years, It is impoſſible fs th 
Fall-a-ways. to be renewed again wm 
Repentance, ſeeing they crucify to thn 
ſelves the Son of God afreſh, .and put himthy 
ro open-ſhame, Heb.6. 4,5,6.Now to ha 
the Heart ſo hardened, ſo judicially hare 
dened,this Is as a bar put in by the Loradh 
God againſt the Salyation of rhzs Sing 
ner, This was the burden of Spira%hh 
Complaint, Lc annot do it : O tow I cally 
not do it, © 4 


, *. This Man ſees what he hath dor ; | 
what ſhould. help him,and what will be-Þ 


> IE > : , \% 


- Soc of him, yet he cannot repent ; he 
alled away his Shoulder before, he 
pped his Ears before, be ſhut up his 
les before, and in that very poſture'God 
= 11m, and ſo he ſtands to this very 
ay. I have had a fancy, that Zor's 
ife, when ſhe was turned into a Pillar 
Salt, (Gen,19,26,) ſtood yet looking - 
er her Shoulder, or elſe v1th her Face 
Wnards Sodom ; as the Judgment caught 
nr, ſo it bound her, and left her m 
dmnument of God's Auger to after», 
Kenerations. FJ #2 | 
WE We read of ſome tit arc-/eared with 
> bot Tros, and that are pait feeling, for 
IP ſcared Perſons, in ſeared Parts are. 
heir Conſcience is ſeared, 1 Tim: 4, 2. 
te Conſcience is the thing that muſt 
Wtouched with feeling fear and remorſe, 
*ÞFever any good be done with the Sin- 
. How then can any good be done 
thoſe whoſe Canſcience is worſe than 
Jt, that is faſt aſleep in ſim,Eph.4.1g.For 
nat Conſcience that 15 faſt afleep, may 
be effeCtually awakened and ſaved 
«*Þit that Conſcience that js ſeared, dried, 
9 it were, into a Cinder,can never have 
\Faſe, feeling, or-the leaſt regret in this 
SWorld. Barren Fig-tree, ken ju 
nf c 
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cial bardening is dreadful. There isadif, 
ference betwixt rhat hardneſs of Hear 
that 1s incident to all Men, and tt 
which comes npon ſome as ai anal 
ſpecial Judgment of God : and althong 
all kind of | hardneſs of Heart,' in ſom 
ſenſe may be called a Judgment, y 
to be hardened with this ſecond kind; 
a Judgraent peculiar only to them thai, 
periſh z an hardneſs that .is ſent as 
puniſhment,for the abuſe of Wa 
ea, for a Reward of Apoſtacy. = 
This Tudicial hardneſs f diſcoy E 
from that which is incident to all Me 
in wo Particulars: p | 
It is an hardneſs that comes afit 
ene great Light received ; Becauſe 
ſome great Sin committed againſt thai Lig 
and the Grace that gave it, Such hank 
neſs as Pharaoh had, after the Lord hal 
wrought wonderouſly before him : Suck | 
hardneſs as the Gentiles had, an harans 
which darkened the Heart, an bard I. 
which made their Minds reprobate. 188 
« baraneſs is alſo the ſame with that "y, 
 #lebrews are cautioned to beware Oh 
( Heb,3.7.6c.) an hardneſs that is cauſe 
by Unbelief, and departing from the Ul L 
ving God an hardneſs compleanyny toty 
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no We deceitfulneſs of Sin : 'Such as that 
8 the Provocation,of whom God ſware, 
'7 ut they ſhould notenter into his Reſt. 
ras this kind of- hardneſs alſo that 
" With © 4in, 1ſhmael, and Eſau were har- 
"ned with, after they bad committed: 
rr great Tranſgreſſions. | 
8 2. It is the greateſt kind of Hardneſs, 
9d hence they are ſaid to be Harder 
"a Rock, Jer. 5. 3, or than an Ada- 
pt, Zec. 7. 13, that is, harder than 
wm. So hard that nothing can enter, 
2 3- It is an Haraneſs given in much 
Wger, and that to bind the Soul up in 
= impoſſibility of Repentance. 

& 4. It is an Hardveſs therefore which 
;W/ncurable, of which a Man muſt die 
| Id be damned. Barren Profeſſor, hear= 

-W# to thjs, 

A Forth Sign that ſuch a Profeſſor is 
epmte paſt Grace,is,when he fortihes his - 
ard Heart againſt the renozr of God's 
IWord, Job 9; 4. &c, This 1s called 
lerdning themſelves ag ainft God, and turn- 
1s of the Spirit againſt him. As thus, 
hen after a Profeſſion of Faith in the 
Ford Jeſus, and-of the DoEtrin that 3s 
cording to Godlineſs, they ſhall em- 
T - | bolden. 


. bolden themſelves in courſes of Sin, k- 
promiſing themſelves that they ſhall hai 
Life and Salvation notwithſtanding. By 
ren Profeſſor, hearken to this, T his Ma 
Is called, ( Deut. 29, 18. ) 4 Root thi 

\ bearcth Gall and Wormmwood, or a poiſonfi 
Herb, ſuch an one as 1s abominated* 
God; yea,the abhorred of his Soul. 
this Man faith, v, 19, 7 ſhall have 
though I walk, in the imaginatios or ſkull 
bornneſs of my Heart, to add drn whenneſsh 
thirſt; an opinion fat again the whoh 
Word of God, yea againſt the-very Ni 
ture of God bimſelt. Whereiore ke. 
adds, Deut 19.20. Then the Anger of ti 

| Lord, and his Fealoufic ſhall {moak, ag 4inff 
that Man and ail the Carſes that 

' written in Gods Book ſhall lie wpon him, 
God ſhall blot out his Name from tude 
© Heaven. 

Yea, that Man ſhall not fail to he 
fe&tvally deſtroyed, ſaith the Text, 21 
werſ. The Lord ſhall ſeparate that Man wn C 
ro evil, out of all the Tribes of Iſrael, 4 P* 

| cording to all the Curſes 'of the Come 1 
nant, + 

He ſhall ſeparate him unto. Evil ; 
ſhall give him up, he ſhall leave him ” 
his Heart; he ſhall ſeparate tum to that P 

of ; 


La 


\ 
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w =_—_ will aſſuredly be too hard 
, wr (him, 

T Xow this Judgment is mnch effected, 
Wen God hath given a Man up unto 
47, and bath given Satan leave, with- - 

t feil, to compleat bis deſtruftion; TI 
Wy, When God bath given Satan leave ef- 
Wally to compleat his deftruttion: For all 

at are delivered up unto Satan; have 
Ft, nor do not come to this end.. But -» 
aa is the Man, whom God ſhall ſepa- 
ate to Evil,and ſhall leave in the Hands: 
if Satan, to compleat, without fail, his 
"—Weſtruction. Rs 
:Thus he ſerved Ahab, a Man, that * 
ud bimſelf to work wickedneſs in the fight 
the Lord 1 King, 21. 25- Andthe Lord 
id, Who ſhall perſwade Ahab, that be 
F0 up, and fall at Ramork-GileadÞ?. 
md one_ſaid on this manner, and another 
3 Jed on that manner : And there came forth 
« Þ Spirit, and ftood before the Lord, "and 
-. $64, 1 wiil perſwade him, « King, 22, 20, 
11,22, And'the Lord ſaid unto bim Where- 
ith ? And he ſaid; I will go forth, and 
k a lying Spirit in the mouth of all ns 
; Þrophets, And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt per- 
Avade bim, and prevail alſo, go forth, and 
16 /o, Thou ſhalt perſyado him, avd 


prevail, 


Q 


-— 
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prevail, do thy W1l}, L leave him i in th 
Hand, Go forth, and do ſo. - id 
Wherefore in theſe Judgments, 
Lord doth much concern himſelf f 
the management thereof, becaule of thif 
©. .Provocation wherewith they have 7 I 
voked him, This is the Man, whoſe Kul 
contriveth, and yringeth to paſs by biz ( 
contrivance, Twill chuſe their deluf 
for them ;, "1 will bring their fears i 
them,l{a.£6.4. 1 will chuſe their Device 
or the Wickedneſles that their by 
are contriving of, I, even I, will call 
them to be accepted of, and deliz hifi 
to them. But who are they that wi | 
thus be feared ? Why,thoſe among.Pn 
feſſors, that have choſen their own-wal 
thoſe whoſe Soul delighteth in their own 
bominations. © j 
Becauſe they received not the Love of 
Truth, that they might be ſaved , for 
Cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong Deluſuml 
that they ſhould believe a Lye , that th 
all —_ be damned, who believed not tf 
Truth,but had pleaſure 3 in Unright6l an 
God ſhalt ſend them,? It is a great wordgN 
Yea C- od ſhall ſend them ſtrong Dee 
Deluſions that ſhalt do, that ihall male 
them belieye a Lie. "Why ſo ? Tp 


th by «ll might be danned,every ofte of them, 
Jplo believe not the Truth, but bad pleaſure 
the Unrighteouſneſs, 2 Thell: x. 10, 11, 


[tu There is nothing more provoking to 
ate Lord , than for a Man to promiſe, 
when God threatneth; for a Man to be 
weht, of conceit, thar he ſhall be ſafe; 
ad yet to be more wicked than in for- 
oaner days : This Man's -Soul abhorreth 
nahe Truth of God, no marvel therefore 
my God's Soul abhorreth him : he hath 
aWmnvented a way contrary to God, to 
Uring about his own Salvation ; no mar- 
el, therefore, if God invent a way to 
Wiring aboutthis Man's Damnation: And 
Wkcing that, theſe Rebels are-at this 
1WWoint, We ſhall have Peace; God will ſee 
Syhoſe Word ſhall ſtand, His or theirs, 


8p A Fifth Sign of a Man being paſt Grace, 
mis, When he ſhall at this, ſcoff, and in- 
whrardly grin, and fret againſt the Lord, 
f tiFſecretl 7 purpoſing to continue his courſe 
weſhdand put all to the venture, deſpiſing the 
rdfMeſlengers of the Lord He that deſpi- 
onſed Moſcs's Law, died without HMercy ;, of 
ralhow much ſorer Puniſhment ſuppoſe ye, ſhall 
The be thought worthy , who hath _ 
F under 
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wrder foot the Son of God,&c. Heb. 10.2 
Wherefore , againſt theſe' Deſpiſeai 
God hath ſet -bimſelf, and foretold, thaiff 
they ſhall not believe, but periſh. 6b 
hold ye Deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh 
for I work, a work in your. days , whidl 
ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, though « in 
deolare it unto you, ACtS 13. 41, - 


Aﬀter that thou ſhalt cat it down. 


Thusfar we have treated of the Bad 
ren Fig-tree, or fruitleſs Profeſſor, witllife 
ſome Signs to know him by ; wherets. 
added alſo fome Signs of one whon 


| ther, will or can, by any means, be tru 

ful, but they muſt miſerably periſh. Now ba 
ing "come to the time of Execytion, 
fall ſpeak a word to that alſo, Ajtalſh 
that thou ſhalt cut it down.) Chriſt atlal 
turnsthe Barren Fig-tree over to the Ji 

* ſtice of God, ſhakes his Hands of him 
And gives him up 'ta the fire. for bis unprof- 
tableneſs. | $ 
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Thou ſhalt cut it down.) - 

WE Tno things are here to be conſide- 
iſh red. I 

a 1.. 1he Executioner, Thor, the great, 

"Me dreadfnl, the eternal God. Theſe 

: Fords therefore, as I have already ſaid, 

Fnifie that Chriſt the Mediator, thro”. 

hom alone Salvation. comes , and by 

eo alone Execution hath been defer- 

vided; Vow 7iveth up the Soul, fornears-to 

eak one Syllable more for him, or to 

) the leaſt At of Grace further;to try 

his Recovery ; bur del:yereth him 

yto that fearful Diſpenfation, To fall 

the hand of the living God, Heb. 10. 


2. The Second to be conſidered, 1s, 

ye Inſtrument by which this Execution ts 
me, and that'ls Death; compared here 
ban Ax ; and foraſmuch as the Tree 

$ not felled at one Blow, therefore'the 
Frokes are here continued, till all the 
Slows be ſtruck at it that are requllite , 
Þr its felling ; For now cacting-time,and 
Þ*/i2o-work is come, catting muſt be Is 
brtion, till be be cut down, After that 
" _ thou 
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thou ſhalt cut it down.) Death 1 fay,isth Re 
Ax, which God often uſeth, theten ; 
| ro take the Barren Fig-tree out of tl 

Vineyard, out of a Profeſſion, and: 

out of the World at once, But this Ax 
now new-ground, it cometh well-edget 
to the Roots of this Barren Fig-tree. 1 
hath been whetted.by Sin, by the La n, 
and by a+formal Profeſlion,and therelal 
muſt, and will make deep gaſhes, not ol 
ly iggghe natural life, but in the Hear 
andVonlſcience alſo of this Profellor 

. The wages of Sin is Death, the ſting 
Death 15-Sjn, 1 Cor., 15, Wherelgl 
Death comes not to this Man as he dot; 
to'Saints, muzzled, or without his Sting. 
but with open mouth, ,in-all-his ftrengwhs, 
yea , he ſends bs Firſt- born, which: 
Guilt, to devour his ſtrength, and to brafs;; 
him to the King of Terrors, Job 18a 


I 4. 

But to give you, in a few Particulath 
the manner of this Man's dying. 
,, 1,Now he hath his-frujtleſs Fruits ;; 
leaguer him 10und hisgBed, together with. 
all the Bands and Legions of his oth 
wickedneſs. His own Iniquities ſhall tl 
the wicked himſelf, and he ſhall be bald 
in the Cords y his Sins, Prov.5.22, 

2, 
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"F- 2. Now ſome tertible diſcovery of + 
"*YFCod is made out unto-him., to the 
Twp plexing and terrifying of his guilty 
*FConſcience, God ſhall caſt upon him, and 

Wot [pare ; and he ſball be afraid of that 
Se bich-is high, Job 27. 22, 

3 3. The dark Entry ke is togo thro), 
Mill be a ſore amazement to bim ; For 
ſear ſtall be in the way, Eccl. 12, 5. yea, 

- errors will take hold on him,when he 
"hall ſce the yawning Jaws of Death to 
*Wape upon-hira, and the Doors of the 

Shadow of Death open to give him paſ- - 
"Wye out of the World, Now who will 
WMcet me in this dark Entfy ; how ſhall I- 
was through this dark Entry into aro- 

her World! ive. 
'4. For by reaſon of Guilt, and a 
baking Conſcience, His Life will bang in 

THcontinual donbt before him, and he ſhall be 

Þfraid day and night, Deut. 28.66, 67, 

and ſtall have no aſſurance of. his Life. 

4 5. Now alſo Want will come up 
®Þzxainſt him, he will come up ike an ar- 
"ned Man. There 1s a terrible Army'to 
him that is graceleſs in Heart,and fruit- 
eſs in Life, This Want will continually, 

in thine Ears, here is a New Birth 
parting; a new Heart, and a new. Spirit 

& F 2 wanting 


4 
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wanting ; here is Faith wanting : : heres} 
Love and Repentance wanting ; heres 
the Fear of God wanting, and a gool'} 
- -Converſation wanting 4 Thou art Weighted | 
tn the Ballance, and art found wanting, | 
Dan.5.27. | 

6: Together with theſe, ſtand by 
the compenions of Death, Death and Hellj$1 
Death and Devils, :ath and endleſs Ft 
Torment in the everlaſting flames. of 
devouring Fire. When God ſhall com 
up unto the People, he will invade them withy | 
his Troops, Hab. 3. 16. 

But how will this Man die ? Ca 
his Heart zow endure, or can his Handy 
be "reg: ? Ezek.,22,14- ' 

. God,and Chriſt, and Pity bave lefith 

ray Sin againſt Light, againſt Mercy 

and the Long-ſuffering of God 7s come 
2p againſt him ;, his Hope and Confiden@hhe 
ow lie a dying by him, and his Conſcien@Fth 
totters and ſhakes continually within him-J ab 
- 2. Deathis at his work,Carring of If 
down, hewing bcth Bark and He art, both in 
Body and Soul a-ſunder ; The "Man; De 
groans, but Death hears him not. : W £ 
looks ghaſtly, carefuily, dejettedly 3 
fighs, he ſweats, he dies vat Death 
matters nothing. : 


FY 
3. Fear " 


F The Barren Fig-tree, 217 


3, Fearful Copirations haunt him; miſ- 


iq pivings, Gireful apprehenſions of God 


Mterrific him. Now he hath time +0: 
Fthink what che. loſs of Heaven will be, 


and what the torments of Hell will be; 


now be looks no wayHut he is frighted. 
$ 4, Now woild he live, but may not ; 
She would live, though ir were but the 
Wife of a Bed-rid Man, but muſt not, 


He that cats him down, ſways him, as 
the Feller of Wood, /ways the rorrerin 


Brees now this way, then that, at lat 


mz Root breaks, an Heart-ſtring, an Eye- 


Altring ſnaps a-ſander, 


5. And now, cond the Soul be anj- 
lated, or  bronght to natilog, how 


Mappy would it count it {elf! bur it ſees 


that may not be, Wherefore 1C 1s put 


oa wonderful ſtrait : ſtay in the Yody 


rmay not, goout of the Body :t dares 


\RKFnot, Life is going, the Blood ſettles in 
\EFthe Fleſh, and the Lings being no more 


IM, 


able to draw Breath through the Nos 


1m {{trils, at laſt out goes the weary tremb- 


ling Soul, who is immediately feized by 


[MDevils, who lay lurking in every hole in 


1 
—x 


he Chamber for that very purpoſe : 


Reis Friends take care of the Body,wrap 


uwÞ in theSheet or Coffin ; but the Soul is 
Þ 8 out 
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'_ out. of their thovght and reach, pe 
_ down to the Chambers of Death, 


ws 


[ had thought to have enlarged, 
I forbear : God, who teaches Ma 
profit, bleſs this brief and plain B 
courſe to thy Sou], who yet {ſtand 
Profeſſor in the Land of the Liv 
among the Trees of his Garden, 2 


